PULSE REP ON ACIDF BOARD

Tom Machacek working on his farm.

Southern Alberta producer Tom
Machacek is proud of the 17 years of
research that resulted from funding
recommendations he and the rest of
the ACIDF board supported before
the organization was wound down
last year.

“It involved getting as close as we
could to the industry to know what
the industry wanted and supplying
the industry with the dollars

to provide that research,” said
Machacek, who represented special
crops including pulses. “The part |
was most proud of is how well we
worked together as an ag sector.”

In 1999, Alberta Agriculture, Food
and Rural Development received
about $100 million from the federal
farm income disaster program. The
federal program duplicated Alberta’s
farm income disaster program, and
it was decided through industry
consultation that the funds should
be used for industry development.
The Livestock, Diversified Livestock
and Crop Industry development
funds were created using $23.75
million of this funding.

The Alberta Crop Industry
Development Fund (ACIDF) ceased
operations after 17 years following
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a special resolution passed at its
annual general meeting on June 6,
2018. In total, ACIDF invested $111.6
million in Alberta’s agriculture
industry. In addition to Machacek,
the board included: Clarence
Assenheimer; Jim Calpas; Graeme
Finn; Murray Hartman; Dieter
Kuhlmann; and Craig Shaw.

Machacek grows dry beans and
other crops, as well as maintaining
a beef herd of 100 cows near Taber
with his wife, Darla. The couple’s
four grown children have also helped
with the farm over the years. The
family’s Tall Land & Cattle Company
was recognized with a 2018 BMO
Farm Family Award at the Calgary
Stampede for taking an innovative
approach to growing their business,
demonstrating a commitment to
traditional western values and
maintaining an exceptional standard
of sustainability.

Machacek was a member of the
ACIDF board since its launch in 1999.
He was initially asked by the Sugar
Beet Growers to attend and represent
them. During the board formation, he
was selected to be the Special Crops
member representing growers of
sugar beets, pulses and potatoes.

“I represented the special crops
groups,” Machacek said. “I felt |
represented the southern part of
the province, too, because there
wasn’t a lot of representation from
south of Calgary, which was just
how it worked out. A lot of the work
funded by ACIDF has helped here in
the irrigation district and that was
something | wanted to see.”

ACIDF held an average of four
meetings each year, which meant a
lot of driving for Machacek and a lot

PROUD OF RESEARCH FUNDED
OVER 17 YEARS

of time spent reviewing materials to
set priorities, but it was well worth
the effort.

“It was important to me,” he
explained. “They were a good group
of people to work with. They were
wise, considerate and forward-
thinking.”

There was one project that came
before the ACIDF board for funding
that was particularly important to
the pulse industry, he noted.

“The component strategy that the
pulse people had been working on
probably stands out the most for
me,” Machacek recalled. “When
they first came to ACIDF quite early
in ACIDF’s existence, they said they
wanted to start looking at more than
just producing peas. They wanted

to start taking the pea apart and
selling the components of it. We
kind of looked at them and said, ‘Are
you sure? Is that really what you
want?’ They were determined and
said the way the world is going, they
wanted to start selling pieces and
fractionations of this product, and
they were bang on.”

He added that whenever the board
was making a decision about funding
a project, ACIDF went back to the
industry to ensure that this was a
good investment. For pulse projects,
that meant Machacek receiving
direction from Alberta Pulse
Growers.

“We relied heavily on the industry
and the Alberta Pulse Growers

staff were always good to work
with,” he said. “They were very
knowledgeable about where they
wanted the industry to go and what
was happening.”



