STEWARDSHIP

By Paul Jungnitsch, AEPA Project Coordinator

Below are some topics that

have come through the Agri-
Environmental Partnership of Alberta
(AEPA) that may be of interest to
pulse producers.

Agricultural Plastics Recycling
Agricultural plastics, in the form

of baler twine, grain bags, bale
wrap, silage plastic and feed bags
of various sizes and materials are a
problematic waste for agricultural
producers and agricultural
businesses. The Agricultural Plastics
Recycling Association (APRA), made
up of close to 20 stakeholders
ranging from the Crop Sector
Working Group to ag fieldmen to
retailers, has proposed a three-year
pilot program. This would be aimed
at recycling grain bags and twine,
as well as researching markets,
understanding how much plastic is
out there, and surveying producers
to get feedback.

If successful, APRA plans to be able
to expand collection with added
sites each year and will look for the
support of the government to roll the
program into a permanent recycling
program after the pilot is complete.
The goal is that the pilot will inform
the program financials, logistics and
operations to provide the necessary
information to legislate a full-time
program. For more information go
to: albertaplasticsrecycling.com/
resources-education/agricultural-
plastics/ .

Remote Area Heating Allowance
Program

Since roughly 1980, this program has
proven useful to producers who dry
grain with propane. This program
was designed to reduce the cost of
heating fuels for those who do not
have access to natural gas service.
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The program provides direct rebates
of 25% of the cost of fuel (less GST)
on consumption up to 18,185 litres
(4,000 gallons) of propane or 12,275
litres (2,800 gallons) of heating

oil per year, or a proportionate
combination of both.

If you live outside the franchise
boundaries of a natural gas
distributor, or the cost of installing
the service (for the co-op or
company) exceeds $20,000, you

can apply for the program using this
form: www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/general/
progserv.nsf/all/pgmsrv294 .

The contact is: Rural Utilities Branch
— Remote Area Heating Allowance
Ph: 780-427-0125

Email: marie.matras@gov.ab.ca .

This program may apply to grain
drying if the site can’t be serviced
with natural gas, can’t be serviced
with a large enough pipe for a grain
dryer, or the cost of the install

for the grain dryer pipe exceeds
$20,000. Below are the answers to
some common questions.

Q: Does it cover natural gas?

No.

Q: Do you need a letter from the
supplier?

The office will confirm with
the natural gas company if the
conditions are met.

Q: Can there be refunds for past
purchases?

Yes, up to a year from when the
application is received.

Q: What is the biggest thing to
watch for when submitting an
application?

Make sure the invoices can be
clearly printed.

Carbon Offsets
The latest information on carbon
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offsets has been updated and
posted at: www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/
SDepartment/deptdocs.nsf/all/
cl11618. The new May 1 deadline
established last year for registering
quarters for the Conservation
Cropping protocol continues.

For those using offsets, keep an
eye on this website for the latest
information, including if the Nitrous
Oxide Emission Reduction Protocol
(NERP) finally becomes operational
this coming year.

Water

Alberta Environment and Parks
(AEP) is rolling out a new online
process for Water Act approvals.
Water Act approvals, approval
amendments and Code of Practice
notices will be available through an
online application process under

a new Environmental Approvals
System called OneStop. This new
system is designed to streamline the
application process and increase the
efficiency for approving applications.
For more information visit
aep.alberta.ca/water/forms-
applications/water-act-forms.aspx .
A user guide is planned for mid-year.

An Authorization Viewer, where you
can view what approvals are already
on your land, is available here:
avw.alberta.ca/ApprovalViewer.aspx.
For those who want to get into

the nitty gritty of regulations, the
Water (Ministerial) Regulation (with
exemptions) is here:
www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/
regs/1998_205.pdf .

The Water Working Group of AEPA
continues to work with AEP to
develop a series of webinars to
help explain the details of water
regulations and guide farmers
through the processes.



