ZONE MEETING TOPICS INCLUDE
BUG REPORTS AND MORE

PEA LEAF WEEVIL EXPANDING TERRITORY
WHILE APHIDS AND GRASSHOPPERS ALSO
POSE A THREAT TO PULSES

The pest impacting pulse crops the
most in the coming year continues
to be the pea leaf weevil, but pea
aphids and grasshoppers may pose
a threat in some areas as well,
pulse growers were told at Next
Level Farming regional meetings in
November.

“In this part of the province, pea
leaf weevil is an emerging pest,”
Dr. Meghan Vankosky, a Research
Scientist with Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, said to producers
attending the Alberta Pulse Growers
(APG) Zone 3 meeting. “Pea leaf
weevil has been established in
southern Alberta for a number of
years and it has been expanding its
range further north.”

Pea leaf weevil is a tiny insect that
punches far above its weight in
terms of potential impact on crop
yield. The size of a grain of rice,
this non-native invasive insect has
emerged in recent years as a threat
to Alberta’s most-planted pulse
crop. Complicating growers’ pea
leaf weevil defense is the fact that
this insect appears intermittently.
Some years it’s a significant problem,
while in others it’s just a minor
inconvenience. APG is funding
several research projects related to
preventing pea leaf weevil damage
to crops.

Vankosky said that growers should
also watch for pea aphid infestations,
particularly in southern Alberta. Pea
aphids can have a negative effect on
yield quantity but not necessarily
quality.

16 |ALBERTAPULSE.COM

N

Dr. Meghan Vankosky gives producers a summary of crop pests at Zone 3 AGM.

“Pea aphids attack all pulses,”

she said. “They blow up from the
United States, and while they
don’t overwinter in large numbers
in Canada, there are multiple
generations in a year.”

Aphids suck the sap from pea plants,
weakening them and reducing
nutrients available for producing
yield. Aphids can also spread viruses
from infected plants to healthy ones.

Grasshoppers can attack at any
growth stage, but cause the most
damage in the seedling stage

so early seeding can help plants
outgrow the susceptible stage before
grasshoppers emerge.

“Most grasshopper damage is done
by the migratory grasshopper,”
Vankosky said. “But we think there’s
another species of grasshopper that
occurs in greater numbers every
second year. South of Edmonton, our

grasshopper forecast is usually bang
on, but north of Edmonton is where
things get a little bit weird. Around
my parents’ farm near Mayerthorpe,
there were lots of grasshoppers

last year (2017), and none this year
(2018). So, be on alert in 2019!”

Vankosky recommended that
producers keep up to date on the
pests predicted to affect the crops

in their area by visiting the Prairie
Pest Monitoring Network’s blog at
prairiepestmonitoring.blogspot.com/
or #PPMNBIlog on Twitter.

There was a good turnout of Alberta
Pulse Growers members at all zone
annual general meetings this year.

Zones 2, 3, 4 and 5 again partnered
with Alberta Barley and Alberta
Wheat to present speakers on
market outlooks, pest and agronomy
research, farm safety, rural crime
prevention and more.



