11TH CANADIAN PULSE RESEARCH
WORKSHOP

SHARING RESEARCH & FOSTERING
COLLABORATION

Alberta Pulse Growers (APG) hosted
more than 100 pulse researchers
from across Canada and beyond at
the 11th Canadian Pulse Research
Workshop (CPRW) in October.

Dr. Richard Black of Quadrant D
Consulting kicked off the event at the
Sutton Place Hotel in Edmonton with
a keynote presentation titled Pulse
Research: What'’s Your Priority?

“International Year of Pulses was

an incredible gift,” he said of 2016,
as declared by the United Nations.
“No successful communication
campaign runs for just one year. Only
unsuccessful campaigns run for just
one year. Recognize you’re working
within a common framework and
growth priorities of healthier,
sensory, functionality, convenience.”

Black, whose experience includes
serving as PepsiCo’s Vice-President
Global Nutrition Sciences, told the
crowd that while pulses have been
included in a growing number of
products over the last several years,
the potential market is enormous.

“I’'m not implying this is the only path
to grow pulses, and it is not going

to be easy, but the simple statistic

is more than one billion servings of
PepsiCo products are served every
day around the globe, two-thirds of
which are food,” he said. “A billion
times a day, every day. When | was
there (with PepsiCo) that was my
view, | could impact so many people
that way if | could just make those
foods a little healthier. If you could
get into that kind of a market, Nestle
is two and a half times that. That’s
how we win, by reaching out, talking
with and engaging people in the
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Scientists shared their pulse research projects at CPRW.

food industry, understanding the
problems and showing that pulses
could be a key part of the solution
driving demand for healthier foods
every single day.”

CPRW attracted 125 registered
participants from universities,

federal and provincial governments
and arm’s-length government
organizations who have a focus on
pulse research. There were also a few
international guests from Morocco
and the United States in attendance.

The key topics for the workshop
were Pulses for Processing and
Novel Uses, Pulses for Sustainability,
Pulses for Profitability, and Pulses
for Health. There were 37 submitted
oral presentations and 30 posters
from senior researchers, as well as
students.

“One of the important points about
this conference is that student
researchers can present in front of

their peers to gain confidence and
learn how to defend their work,”
said APG Executive Director Leanne
Fischbuch, who co-hosted the
event with Research Manager Dr.
Jenn Walker. “Another important
opportunity that this conference
gives researchers is a chance to
network. Many funding programs are
asking for research collaborations
and this workshop provides
researchers a chance to learn what
their peers are investigating and
explore partnerships.”

Attendees were given the
opportunity to take a tour of
NAIT where participants could
learn about how lentil protein can
replace eggs as an emulsifier in
vegan doughnuts, or the inclusion
of pulses in various products at
Champion Pet Foods.

CPRW was last held in Alberta in
2010 in Calgary. The next CPRW will
take place in 2020 in Ontario.



