D’Arcy Hilgartner, APG Chair

By the time you are reading this,

| will have completed my second
consecutive term on the APG
provincial board. As | wrap up an
interesting two years as chair of the
organization, | would like to take
the opportunity of my final Chair’s
Report to reflect on 2019 being the
Alberta Pulse Growers’ 30th year
and the progress that the industry
has made.

| began my involvement with

APG in 2009 as an advisor in Zone
5. I'learned so much about APG
and the pulse industry through
that experience that when the
opportunity came to be elected
as a director, | was confident that
| had the experience to step into
that role. | was pleased to see new
advisors step up to fill available
positions in the zones at last fall’s
zone annual meetings. I'm certain
that we will see some of them
serve as provincial directors in the
future.

My tenure on the provincial board
has included an increase of 900
members, bringing the total to
more than 6,000. Alberta also

enjoyed record acreage of 2.4
million during International Year
of Pulses in 2016. The number of
growers and acres slipped a bit in
the years following primarily due
to market issues with our top pulse
importer, India. Despite this, we
saw that the benefits to farmers of
growing pulses in rotation didn’t
result in as large a reduction of
acres as we had expected last year.
Pulses were grown on 1.87 million
acres in 2018, which is on par with
2015 numbers.

Pulses have been a staple in my
family farm’s rotation for over 25
years due to rotational benefits
and lower input costs. We grow a
wide range of crops, including peas,
wheat, canola, barley, and flax. We
have participated in research plots
and demonstration trials for many
years. | have had the privilege of
representing APG at a variety of
international events, including at
the Pulse Conclave in India, which
allowed me the opportunity to
explore a country that depended
on Canadian pulses to feed its
growing population. The changes
to our traditional export market

has made building new markets

at home and abroad more critical
than ever. In partnership with Pulse
Canada and others, we have worked
to grow markets in China and other
countries, as well as promoting the
health and environmental benefits
of eating more pulses to Canadians.

Ultimately, APG’s work over the last
30 years has been aimed at helping
growers to sell more pulses. Like
most of you, I'm looking forward

to seeding and pulses will be in my
farm’s rotation again, as they have
been for over 25 years.

| have had the pleasure of meeting
many of you over the years at
industry events and appreciated
your thoughts on how best to move
the industry forward. | am pleased
to have had the opportunity to
represent the interests of my fellow
pulse growers over the last six years
and look forward to seeing many of
the plans made during my time on
the board move to fruition under
the guidance of a new chair with
influence from a board that includes
new directors and zones that
include some new advisors.




