In November, APG was pleased to
host and co-host five zone meetings
across the province. All meetings
were well attended by growers

and provided a great setting to get
input from the grassroots of the
organization. Elections took place

in all zones and APG is pleased to
be welcoming two new directors
and two returning directors to the
board in January. Congratulations
to Caroline Sekulic and Rodney

Volk who will be returning for

their second three-year terms, and
welcome to first-time directors
Kelisha Archer and Robert Semeniuk,
who will be beginning three-year
terms with APG.

The bean and non-bean director-
at-large positions will be voted on
during the annual general meeting
on January 30, which is after this
issue goes to print. Outgoing
directors are John Kowalchuk, Tim
van der Hoek, Doug Sell and D’Arcy
Hilgartner - thank you all for your
contributions!

Getting involved in the agriculture
industry on a commission is a great
opportunity to contribute to your
organization and network with
farmers from across Alberta and
across Canada. Commissions are
engaged in many discussions that
are important to growers, such as
providing comment to the Pesticide
Management Regulatory Agency
(PMRA), reviewing and supporting
research, and developing positions
to communicate important policy to

members of the government and the
civil service.

There are many issues on the radar
for the organization in 2019. The
pulse industry is continuing to
define how to address diversification
through the national strategy of

25 by 2025. This strategy considers
how Canada can direct 25% of
pulse production, or two million
tonnes, to new markets. This

work is a necessary response to
market access challenges that have
occurred for over a year. APG will
also be investigating opportunities
from the Protein Industries Canada
supercluster funding as part of a
diversification strategy.

Growers should be watching for
consultation feedback opportunities
with government on value creation
discussions. Although the pulse
industry is not the target for the
current consultations, the direction
that may be taken with cereals
could affect how pulse crops are
treated in the future. Learning about
value creation systems and about
how they may affect your farm is
important for growers. APG will
share what we learn with you in
Pulse Crop News and via our other
communications platforms.

Engagement with the PMRA
continues as a priority for the
organization. APG recognizes that
the PMRA decisions closely affect
the farm. Farmers also need a robust
regulatory system to make sure that
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checks and balances are in place for
products coming into the system. In
2019, APG will be working to provide
comments that support changes

to the system bringing efficiencies
without affecting the science-

based requirements of review.

The organization will also continue
to observe water monitoring and
mitigation efforts to gather scientific
evidence and best management
practices that growers could
implement on their farm.

The agriculture industry also has a
significant opportunity to address
Canada’s Economic Roundtable Agri-
Food Report released in September
2018. This report is a follow-up from
the Economic Advisory Report (also
known as the Barton Report) that
singled out agriculture and agri-food
as a growth sector for the economy.
The roundtable report on agri-food
has identified key areas that require
attention to achieve new growth
goals of $85 billion in exports by
2025, including development of

a more agile regulatory system

and reduction of infrastructure
bottlenecks. Each of these areas

will be addressed this year by APG
through work with our partners such
as Team Alberta, and through our
national connections.

There is considerable work ahead
for APG and we are ready to commit
grower voices and investment to
creating an environment for our
membership to flourish. Best wishes
for a successful 2019!
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