Kirsty Ross is presented with the 2019 Alberta Pulse Industry Innovator Award by (left to right) Ron Wirsta of St. Paul Seed Processing, APG Chair
Don Shepert and APG former Chair D’Arcy Hilgartner.

The Alberta Pulse Growers (APG)
selected Kirsty Ross (Piquette), who
was instrumental in building the
field pea industry in northeastern
Alberta, as the winner of the fifth
annual Alberta Pulse Industry
Innovator Award.

“Each year, APG recognizes a person
or organization whose progressive
thinking and tireless efforts helped
build Alberta’s pulse industry into
the flourishing sector that it is
today,” said APG Chair Don Shepert.
“Kirsty became a visionary for the
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pulse industry in northeast Alberta.
She introduced a new crop that
had no history in the area. She
persevered using grower groups

to advance the crop to a place of

prominence in rotations in our area.

Kirsty’s commitment to the farming
community is not forgotten, and it
is very well appreciated by all of us
affected by her work. We're pretty
proud of some of our people, and
Kirsty is one of them.”

As a provincial district agriculturist
for the St. Paul area in the mid-

1980s, Ross started to look for
another option to add to the area’s
crops and generate more cash flow
for farmers. She began to organize
field trials after becoming intrigued
by the nitrogen cycle and nutrients
that pulses provide to the soil. Add
to this that the St. Paul area was also
home to a high concentration of hogs,
and the result was that an increasing
number of producers started to grow
field peas. The St. Paul Seed Cleaning
Plant became involved as they saw

a future for cleaning dry peas for
human consumption.



“St. Paul was barley growing
country, but | always felt that there
had to be something else they
could grow that would generate
more cash flow,” Ross said. “In
conjunction with the local ag service
board, | began to organize local
trials on various specialty peas, and
others became interested. In 1988,
| brought a number of growers
together and we began discussing
how to grow field peas.”

Ross noted that growing the field
pea industry in what became
Alberta Pulse Growers’ Zone 5
was a collaborative effort that
was successful because of the
work of producers, grower groups,
agricultural service boards, plant
breeders, and many more.

Ron Wirsta, General Manager of St.
Paul Seed Processing, explained the
impact Ross had on many lives as
he helped Shepert to present the
award at the APG annual general
meeting on January 30.

“Your drive and dedication

for new crop development for
pulses is in major use today and
much appreciated,” Wirsta told
Ross. “A lot of growers that you
mentored are still growing pulses
in northeastern Alberta today and
we’re still convincing new ones

to grow. You were instrumental

in changing producers’ lives,
along with mine. Listening to your
research information and in-field
demos helped start my career in
knowledge and persistence.”

Ross said that she was honoured

to learn that she was chosen as the
recipient of the fifth annual Industry
Innovator Award.

“I was very stunned and humbled
— it was really quite special,” Ross
said. “l had a lot of support from
the St. Paul Agricultural Service
Board, especially from Dennis
Bergheim, Agricultural Fieldman,
who worked with me in organizing

local trials on different pea

CROP NEWS

This year’s Alberta Pulse Industry Innovator Award winner Kirsty Ross is now a certified
executive coach in Edmonton.

Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers

Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto products are commercialized in
accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of
Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. These products have been approved for import into key export markets
with functioning requlatory systems. Any crop or material produced from these products can only be exported to, or used, processed
or sold in countries where all necessary requlatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and international law
to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Growers should talk to
their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position for these products. Excellence Through Stewardship® is
a registered trademark of Excellence Through Stewardship.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans contain genes that
confer tolerance to glyphosate and dicamba. Agricultural herbicides containing glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant
to glyphosate, and those containing dicamba will kill crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Contact your Bayer dealer or
call the Bayer technical support line at 1-800-667-4944 for recommended Roundup Ready® Xtend Crop System weed control
programs. Roundup Ready® technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, an active ingredient in Roundup®
brand agricultural herbicides. Agricultural herbicides containing glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate.

© seed applied solutions for corn ( only) is a combination of three separate individually-registered
products, which together contain the active ingredients metalaxyl, prothioconazole and fluoxystrobin. Acceleron® seed applied
for corn (fungicides and i de) is a combination of four separate individually-registered products, which
together contain the active ingredients metalaxyl, prothioconazole, fluoxystrabin, and clothianidin. Acceleron® seed applied
solutions for corn plus Poncho®/VOTiVO™ (fungicides, insecticide and nematicide) is a combination of five separate
individually-registered products, which together contain the active ingredients metalaxyl, prothioconazole, fluoxystrobin,
clothianidin and Bacillus firmus strain \ 1682. Acr:eleron® Seed Applied Solutions for corn plus DuPont™ Lumivia®
Seed T (fungicides plus an i icide) is a ¢ ion of four separate mmwduaﬂy reg\stered products which
together contain the active ingredients metataxyt prothlocunazote { bin and leron® seed
applied solutions for soyb ( ides and i i isac of four separate md\wduatly registered
products, which together contain the active ingredients fluxapyroxad, pyraclostrobin, metalaxyl and imidacloprid. Acceleron®
seed applied solutions for soybeans (fungicides only) is a combination of three separate individually registered products,
which together contain the active ingredients fluxapyroxad, pyraclostrobin and metalaxyl. Fortenza® contains the active
mgred\em cyantraniliprole. Visivio™ contains the actlve ingredients difenoconazole, metalaxyl (M and S isomers), fludioxonil,
sedaxane and . Acceleron®, Acceleron BioAg", Acceleron BioAg and Design”, Cell-Tech®, DEKALB
and Design®, DEKALB®, Genuity®, JumpStart®, [}ptlm\ze“ QuickRoots®, Real Farm Rewards™, RIB Complete®, Roundup
Ready 2 Xtend®, Roundup Ready 2 Yield®, Roundup Ready®, Roundup Transorb®, Roundup WeatherMAX®, Roundup Xtend®,
Roundup®, SmartStax®, TagTeam®, Transorb®, TruFlex", VaporGrip®, VT Double PRO®, VT Triple PRO® and XtendiMax® are
trademarks of Bayer Group, Monsanto Canada ULC licensee. BlackHawk®, Conquer® and GoldWing® are registered trademarks of
Nufarm Agriculture Inc. Valtera™ is a trademark of Valent U.S.A. Corporation. Fortenza®, Helix®, Vibrance® and Visivie™ are
trademarks of a Syngenta group company. DuPont™ and Lumivia® are trademarks of E.. du Pont de Nemours and Company. Used
under license. LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design are trademarks of BASF. Used under license. Herculex® is a registered
trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC. Used under license. Poncho® and VOTIVO™ are trademarks of BASF. Used under license. ALl
other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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Kirsty Ross
organized local
trials on various
specialty peas
and shared the
knowledge with
producers in
northeastern
Alberta at many
crop walks and
other events.

Kirsty Ross worked with APG’s Zone 5 and others to prove that peas were a viable crop for
the St. Paul area.
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varieties. By proving the crop could
be grown and marketed successfully
in the area, growers became
interested. It was a team effort, but
| guess | was the catalyst. | was able
to bring everyone together. | always
wondered what else we could grow
up there (near St. Paul) and peas
seemed to be a great fit.”

Ross hailed from Stonewall,
Manitoba, graduating with a
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture
from the University of Manitoba

in 1978. She worked for the
Government of Alberta from 1985
until 2002 as a district agriculturist,
then as a pulse specialist. She also
spent time with the Farm Business
Management Initiative as a north
eastern region coordinator of
business management programs.
Later she moved into management
with the Government of Alberta
and worked in the bio-industrial and
economic development areas.
Ross now uses some of the skills
that she developed as a provincial
district agriculturist and in other
positions with the Government

of Alberta as a certified executive
coach in Edmonton. Her business
focuses on executive coaching,
leadership development, group
coaching, building effective teams
and organizational design. She
also enjoys spending time with her
family including two adult children
and a grandson.

Alberta Pulse Growers celebrated
its 25th year as a commission by
launching the Alberta Pulse Industry
Innovator Award and presenting the
organization’s founding president,
Lud Prudek, with the first annual
award in 2015. Since that time,

the award has been presented to
esteemed pulse researcher Ken
Lopetinsky in 2016, life-long pulse
supporter Blair Roth in 2017, and
Dr. Hans-Henning Muendel, who
was instrumental in developing
numerous bean cultivars, in 2018.



