ALBERTA FARM TOUR
HELPS STRENGTHEN TRADE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CANADA

AND INDIA

Kevin Auch, APG Director and Pulse Canada Chair, welcomes a delegation from India to tour his central Alberta farm in advance of the Pulse and

Special Crops Convention.

An Alberta pulse farm tour by

a delegation from India was
referenced in a joint statement

in support of strengthened trade
between Canada and India at the
Pulse and Special Crops Convention
(PSCC) 2022 in Niagara, ON.

The joint statement was signed by
Pulse Canada, the Canadian Pulse
and Special Crops Trade Association
(CPSC) and the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation

of India Ltd (NAFED) just days after
NAFED officials were hosted at the
Carmangay farm of Kevin Auch, Pulse
Canada Chair and an Alberta Pulse
Growers Director.
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They were shocked
to learn that the
seed had been
stored for a year
and not been
fumigated.

“The purpose of touring a Canadian
farm was to showcase how a
Canadian farmer produces the
sustainable, healthy, nutritious

food that their country relies on to
supply their food markets,” Auch
explained. “The delegation was very
interested in the irrigation pivots
that they saw on the way to my
farmyard and asked if they could
see them up close. | offered to take
a couple of vehicles out to the field,
but since the closest pivot was about
% a kilometre away, they asked if
we could walk there instead. As it
turned out, this ended up being an
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excellent way to showcase grain
storage on our farm because we had
to walk through my bin yard on the
way to the field.”

On the way to the bins, Auch pointed
out the aeration systems, and seed
storage bins, and opened up the
gate on a bin to let out a sample of
chickpea seed. The visitors asked
how long the seed had been stored
there and how many times it had
been fumigated. They were shocked
to learn that the seed had been
stored for a year and not been
fumigated, and that it could safely be
stored in the bin indefinitely.

“This was a very natural way to
address, in another small way,

the fumigation issue for Canadian
pulses and reinforce our claim that
we don’t have a big problem with
pests that requires fumigation of our
exports,” Auch noted.

After many questions about Auch’s
high efficiency, low water pressure
pivot irrigation, the group made their
way out to another field where they
saw flax being harvested. The yellow
peas Auch grew last season had
already been harvested by the time
the tour took place in late September.

“Since we use equipment not seen
in India, there were also many
questions about that and the
manpower required to operate
our farm,” Auch said. “When

the delegation arrived, my two
employees were there and they
shook hands with them. After
learning that we farm about 2,000
hectares, the delegates asked how
many people work here and were
surprised that they had basically met
the entire work force of my farm
when they arrived that morning.”

PSCC is hosted by CPSC and
described as the largest event

of its kind in North America.

The conference brings together
hundreds of industry leaders,
exporters and buyers from around
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Pulse Canada Chair Kevin Auch (second from left) is pictured here after signing the joint
statement with representatives of the delegation from India and Murad Al-Katib, President of
the Canadian Pulse and Special Crops Trade Association (second from right).

the globe to network, discuss
industry-wide challenges and grow
their businesses. It took place on
September 20-22, immediately
following the tour of Auch’s farm.
The NAFED delegation were
attending on behalf of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
for the Government of India.

“The industry in India understands
that they need imports to feed their

population and they can’t supply

it every year,” Auch explained.
“They want to have a good trade
relationship for when they need

us, and that is most of the time.
There are times when they have
enough pulses of their own but
they understand they need to trade.
They’re showing a good faith stance
when they come and talk with us
then reinforce that need with their
government.”



