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Robert Semeniuk, APG Chair

As this issue hits mailboxes, | expect
to be wrapping up my second term
as Chair of Alberta Pulse Growers
Commission after two years. It has
been a memorable and rewarding
experience, though | had the
distinction of starting to lead during
a worldwide pandemic, which is
something no APG chair before me
can claim. Fortunately, | could
depend on APG’s Executive
Director Leanne Fischbuch for
guidance, and look to partner
organizations who were navigating
many of the same hurdles of how
to communicate effectively with
our members.

A highlight for me in my second
year as Chair was travelling to the
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers office
in Saskatoon for meetings to set
the stage for future collaborations.
It has also been very interesting to
be a part of policy work such as the
Alberta Wetland Stewardship
Project. I'm proud that APG took
the bull by the horns to get this
important project underway, and |
know it will benefit APG members
and the whole industry.

| was also pleased to be involved in
the evolution of Team Alberta
Crops to add Alberta Sugar Beet
Growers, Alberta-British Columbia
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Seed Growers, Potato Growers of
Alberta and the Alberta Beekeepers
Commission to the partnership
founded by Alberta Barley, Alberta
Canola, Alberta Pulse Growers and
Alberta Wheat. There is strength
in numbers and adding the voices
of more Alberta farmers and their
representative organizations will
amplify our messages with elected
officials.

The move to no in-person events
happened only weeks after | was
elected as Chair in 2020, so | really
didn’t have much time to ease
into making the hard decisions
about engaging our growers when

traditional routes weren’t an option.

I’'m glad that | started as a Zone 5
chair and then became provincial
vice-chair before taking on the top
role, so that | had some leadership
experience to draw upon. | started
as a zone advisor, as most provincial
directors do, so | am excited for the
new crew of advisors who stepped
up to help their zones during the
fall meetings and | can’t wait to see
where the role leads them.

| know it seems intimidating to put
your hand up to take on a role with
your commission, but | assure you
that it isn’t intimidating once you

get started as an advisor. We really
want to get your point of view about
what’s going on in the industry and
how we can improve conditions for
Alberta pulse farmers.

| have seen first-hand how valuable
it is to me as a pulse farmer to get
involved in my organization. You
don’t have to start with stepping
up to be an advisor right away. You
can get your feet wet by joining
APG at our provincial annual
general meeting on January 24
during Crossroads: Alberta’s Crop
Conference in Edmonton. There is
no charge to attend the AGM.

It was fun getting to know two new
directors-at-large and help with their
orientation. | will remain a director
of the board and be available to
advise the new chair if needed. Due
to good succession planning, | know
that the organization is in good
hands and | look forward to meeting
the new directors who are taking
over from those whose terms are
ending. | hope to see many of you
at CrossRoads and the APG annual
general meeting.



