EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

NEW ADVISORS WELCOMED
AT ZONE MEETINGS
AIMED AT INCREASING

ENGAGEMENT

Each year, there are opportunities
to have farmers join Alberta Pulse
Growers Commission (APG) and
participate as advisors, starting in
their regions, and also potentially
move into director roles at the
commission level.

Each of the five zones that make
up the regions of APG, has the
opportunity to elect up to eight
farmers to serve as advisors. Terms
for zone advisors are staggered,
allowing a mix of experience to
engage at the zone level. This role
ensures that the organization has
a strong voice from grassroots
producers across the province.

The role of advisor is to support

the regions, hear from farmers in
the area, bring forward issues and
opportunities to the provincial board
for consideration through elected
directors and to lead in activities

in their region like crop walks and
other forms of grower engagement.

Leading into the fall regional
meetings, APG aimed to increase
engagement with farmers through
altering the meetings slightly to
allow for greater involvement.
Brief presentations were outlined
to introduce the organization to
meeting participants including the
structure and governance, mission

and APG vision. Some meetings had
the APG Zone Business Meetings
included in their agendas, and others
focused strictly on introducing APG
and discussing current issues with
farmer attendees.

Participation was good in many
locations and farmers were pleased
to have the chance to discuss
opportunities and challenges

with growing pulse crops in their
regions. A common thread that was
discussed across meetings was the
challenges with soil diseases like
Aphanomyces and other root rots,
opportunities for value added and
how to gain better business risk
management coverage for certain
pulse crops. At the conclusion of the
meetings, most of the zones ended
up with a full slate of farmers taking
on the role of advisors for their
region.

APG is pleased to have new advisor
representatives as well as returning
advisors bringing their expertise and
insight to the organization. As APG
transitions into 2023, these farmer
representatives aim to be active in
their zones.

The Annual General Meeting for
APG is scheduled for January 24
and will have in-person as well as
virtual opportunities for farmer
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participation. Directors and staff
are looking forward to presenting
a summary of the 2021-22 year as
well as sharing key goals for the
upcoming year, which will mark
significant investment on many
fronts. Farmers will be able to
register for the Annual General
Meeting by visiting the APG Events
page at: albertapulse.com/event for
more information.

The meeting will celebrate the 9th
Alberta Pulse Growers Innovator and
we look forward to honouring the
work of innovators who have grown
the pulse industry in the province.
APG will also be welcoming two
new directors to the commission as
two of our long-serving directors
will be sunsetting, Allison Ammeter,
Zone 2, and Don Shepert from Zone
5. Their advice, insight and guidance
has been warmly appreciated

over their terms. APG staff wishes
them both well as they transition
away from the board, and we

look forward to working with the
newly elected directors who will

be stepping into leadership roles in
Zone 2 and Zone 5.

Please check out how to participate
and join APG as we celebrate

the 2021-22 year and see the
organization build new leaders for
the sector.
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