Shane Strydhorst, APG Chair

I'd like to begin my first Chair’s
report by thanking the Board

of Directors for their support in
selecting me as Chair of Alberta
Pulse Growers. It is an honour

to lead this organization! | know
we will face many challenges and
embrace many new opportunities
as we build upon the work that was
done under the great leadership of

the previous chair, Robert Semeniuk.

| am a third-generation farmer
from Neerlandia. | grew up working
alongside my Dad and my uncle on
a mixed dairy-beef-grain farm. Our
crop rotation was quite limited as
we grew barley almost exclusively,
with the occasional field of oats

or wheat. I've always had a good
understanding of the benefits of
legumes, since the only break from
cereal crops in the rotation was
alfalfa-grass perennial forage for the
cows.

My understanding of diverse crop
rotations changed dramatically
when my wife Sheri, a familiar name
to many of our readers, started
working for APG Zone 3 in 2000.
She worked with Ken Lopetinsky
conducting small plot research

on pulses, and a great deal of

APG’s current knowledge of pulse
agronomy, especially for faba beans,
came as a result of this work.
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| had many opportunities to see
pulses up close in these plots, and

| frequently attended tours and
learned a great deal about the
benefits of pulse crops in rotation.
We started growing pulses on our
farm for grain, and also in silage
mixes for our beef cows, as soon as
the rusty old box drill was replaced
by a zero till air drill. We played with
a few pea-oat, pea-barley, and faba-
triticale silage intercrops, before
eventually selling the cows (Thanks,
BSE!) and switching to straight grain
farming. In a typical year, we grow
faba beans, barley, spring wheat,
and canola on our farm.

Pulse research is one of three
priorities of APG I'd like to
highlight. We are excited about
the recent announcement to
dedicate significant funding into
research aimed at reducing the
risk of root rot. This is important
for our growers because root rots
are a huge problem and we are
dedicated to finding solutions. It
also sends a clear signal to the
research community that reducing
the risk of root rots is a priority
for the entire pulse industry, and
that we are looking for potential
projects to address this problem.
Past investments in research helped
to establish and expand the pulse
industry to become what it is today.
Current research efforts need to
move the needle on tackling root
rots if we are to enjoy continued
growth and success.

The second priority I'd like to
highlight is advocacy. While our
efforts don’t always yield the results
we want, such as the recent decision
regarding lambda-cyhalothrin,
continued advocacy is critical to

our success as we seek to positively
influence ag policy and maintain
public trust. A lot of positive work

is done provincially, alongside our
partners in Team Alberta Crops.
Nationally, Pulse Canada plays an
important role in market access,
improving transportation, ensuring
access to crop protection products,
and finding new uses for pulses.

Thirdly, I'd like to highlight the
importance of grower engagement.
Download our app! New content

is always being added such as
events, agronomy tips (including a
seeding rate calculator — crucial for
making accurate seeding decisions),
and market updates. | would also
strongly encourage our readers

to attend a summer plot tour and
bring a neighbour! There is always
something new and interesting to
see, such as recent varieties, pulse
intercrops, and “new” pulse crops
being investigated (such as lupins).
APG maintains the feel of a small
grass-roots organization, and the
staff, directors, and advisors are very
approachable and happy to chat
about anything pulse related.

| wish everyone a successful growing
season in 2023, and | look forward
to meeting you at a pulse tour!



