EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

PLANNED MAJOR FINANCIAL
INVESTMENTS ALLOW

APG TO ADDRESS ISSUES
IMPORTANT TO FARMERS

Commissions work in cycles, just as
farmers do. Alberta Pulse Growers
(APG) has completed one of the
most significant cycles this year. This
cycle covers a five-year time horizon
and includes some of the largest
investments that the organization
regularly assumes. The board

has been planning and saving for
investment decisions focused on
supporting our national organization,
Pulse Canada, as well as significant
investment to the next Agri-Science
Cluster Program. Then, add to these
two long-term investments, a new
targeted investment to address the
Root Rot Complex challenges.

Pulse Canada’s vision is to make
Canadian pulses the preferred
choice and its mission is to lead a
profitable and sustainable Canadian
pulse industry through innovation,
efficiencies, and increased value.

APG has been a member of the
organization since inception. In
preparation for 2023, and a five-
year investment in the organization,
APG directors helped engage in
building the organization’s new
strategic plan. With the acceptance
of the new plan by the Pulse Canada
membership, APG further supported
the organization in January with a
renewed five-year investment of
$1.05 million per year totalling $5.25
million. This significant outlay will

be combined with investment from
other provincial pulse organizations
and the Canadian Pulse and Special

Crop Trade Association, enabling
Pulse Canada to continue to be the
national voice for the pulse value
chain in sustainability, advocacy,
transportation, market access and
expansion and diversification of
pulses and pulse ingredients.

The Agri-Science Cluster Program

is a federal government program
associated with an envelope of
funding that is accessible every

five years. APG has taken part in
these programs for over 15 years.
The organization makes significant
investments in this research
program, and each five-year cycle
leading into the development of
research project priorities APG works
with provincial pulse organizations
and the national organization to
make sure that we address issues
and leverage as much funding as
possible to tackle research needs.
For the next five-year Agri-Science
Cluster Program, APG has set aside
over $2.06 million for investment in
projects. While the sector is hopeful,
at the time of writing, industry has
not heard any confirmations from
the Government of Canada on our
proposal.

This winter, APG heard increased
concerns from the members about
the Root Rot Complex, and more
specifically Aphanomyces, as it

has affected pulse production in
many areas across the province. In
the fall issue of Pulse Crop News,
APG highlighted the significant
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investments the organization has
made since the issue arose in 2013.
Research takes time, investment,
and a willingness to focus on the
issue. This past winter, a resolution
was brought forth that requested
APG look at all ways to address

the issue. The board supported
this resolution and committed a
renewed investment of $3 million
over five years to address this for our
membership. APG is coordinating
across provincial boundaries to
focus further on the issue and this
targeted effort will demonstrate
risk mitigation when dealing with
challenging soil borne pathogens.

For a commission, there is a cycle

of regular planning and execution

of the organization’s work, and this
continues for APG. These long-term
key investments aim to address
members’ issues and prepare for
the future. The investment of $10.3
million to the projects and programs
are actions that APG has planned
and saved for over five years, and
APG will continue to be strategic in
our investments for our membership
in the next five-year cycle.
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