APG’S NEW CHAIR & BOARD
WORKING TOWARDS PULSES ON
EVERY FARM, ON EVERY PLATE

The new Chair of the Alberta

Pulse Growers Commission (APG)
is keen to work with the new and
experienced members of the Board
of Directors to achieve the vision
of pulses on every farm, on every
plate.

Shane Strydhorst of Neerlandia
was elected to the role of Chair
following January’s annual

general meeting. He took over the
position from Smoky Lake’s Robert
Semeniuk, who became Past-Chair.

“I'm looking forward to continuing
the great work this board has
started under Robert’s leadership to
maximize opportunities for Alberta’s
pulse farmers,” Strydhorst said.
“The addition of two new directors
will bring fresh perspectives as we
continue promoting and building
upon economic benefits of growing

New APG Chair Shane Strydhorst on a Zone
3 plot tour in 2022.
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peas, beans, faba beans, lentils,
chickpeas and soybeans, as well as
the sustainability of our industry. |
expect to share news about more
successes very soon.”

Strydhorst grows peas, faba beans
and other crops alongside his wife
Sheri. He will lead an Executive
Committee that includes Vice-Chair
Peter Konstapel of Spirit River
(Zone 4) and Semeniuk (Zone 5).

Peter Hoff of Gleichen and Scott
Keller of New Norway joined
the board following the AGM as
Directors for Zone 2 and Zone 5
respectively.

Hoff began farming in 1985, and has
grown yellow peas, green peas, faba
beans and soybeans. He started
growing pulses to create a healthy
crop rotation, fix nitrogen and

Scott Keller, new Zone 5 Director.

increase profit. He farms with his

wife Cynthia and son Bergen, and

they plan to grow yellow peas and
faba beans this year.

Hoff served as a Zone 2 advisor and
chair for several years before joining
the provincial board.

“I felt it was important to contribute
to the farming industry and was
attracted to the quality people
involved in Alberta Pulse Growers,”
he said.

Keller has been farming full-time
with his father, Ross, since 2013, but
helped out on the 2,500-acre farm
before that when he worked as an
agronomist in central Alberta. Peas
and faba beans have been a steady
part of the farm’s rotation for the
last eight years, and this year they
are trying 50 acres of lupins.

Peter Hoff, new Zone 2 Director.



“I've always been interested in the
work all our commissions do,” Keller
said. “A few years ago, | heard the
Honourable Ted Menzies, farmer
and former MP from Claresholm,
deliver a strong message about

how vital it is for farmers to be

the ones lobbying the government
at any level. It left me with a

lasting impression, and | began
giving serious thought to joining

a commission. | attended the APG
Zone 5 meeting in December 2022
and learned that long-time director
Don Shepert was terming out. After
speaking with Don about APG, |
realized that now is the right time to
step up and join the commission.”

APG’s 12-member board also
includes Directors Greg Stamp of
Enchant and Will Muller of Bow
Island in Zone 1, Kevin Auch of
Carmangay in Zone 2, Chris Allam
of Ardrossan in Zone 3, Jerome
Isaac of Crooked Creek in Zone 4,
Director-at-Large (Bean) John Kolk
of Picture Butte and Director-at-

Large (Non-Bean) Beverley Wieben
of Fairview.

Outgoing Directors Allison Ammeter
in Zone 2 and Shepert in Zone 5
were thanked for their dedication
and many years of service at the
annual general meeting. Both
departing directors recalled their
experience fondly at their final
board meeting in January and had
words of encouragement for farmers
considering joining the board.

“My advice is: Say yes, it has been
an amazing opportunity,” Ammeter
said. “When | stepped up, my only
thought was to serve. When | look
back at the people I've met and the
places I've been, | see how serving
has given me so much. It’s been
amazing.”

Shepert concurred, adding: “Serving
has been a big part of this. | went
with Pulse Canada to Europe — it
was so cool. | think the biggest

and best was the interaction

A

All In

PULSE CROP NEWS

between the board and staff over
the nine years. You guys have been
tremendous. You have really made
it worthwhile.”

Semeniuk was also recognized for
his service in the role of chair for
the past two years. Strydhorst noted
that the support of the previous
chair gave him the confidence to
step into the chair role.

“Robert came out to visit me and

| was flattered the chair came out
to visit me at my farm,” Strydhorst
recalled. “l appreciate all the
mentorship and encouragement this
past year. I'm glad you’re still going
to be around.”

Directors are usually selected
from the advisors who serve in
each of APG’s five zones. If you are
interested in learning more about
becoming an advisor in your zone
or serving on the provincial board,
email office@albertapulse.com.

Explore innovative
pea and pulse
crop solutions at
AllinOnPulses.ca

on Lentils

When we heard IMI-tolerant lentil
growers felt they didn’t have a
choice in weed control, we made
them one.

With two modes of action

for effective resistance
management, DAVAI A PLUS™
provides reliable control on a wide
spectrum of the toughest grasses
and broadleafs, with a built-in
adjuvant for maximum efficiency
and grower convenience.

Always read and follow label directions. ADAMA® is a registered trademark of ADAMA
Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd. All trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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