VALUE OF APG’S FIELD-SCALE
RESEARCH PROGRAM IS
TWO-FOLD FOR AGRONOMIST WHO
ALSO PARTICIPATES AS A FARMER

Farmer cooperators and
agronomists alike are impressed
with their experience participating
in Alberta Pulse Growers’ Plot

to Field program. But Jenny Rae
Seward sees the program’s value
and can recommend getting
involved from both perspectives.

“It is for almost the same reasons
that | like the Plot to Field program
as a farmer and as an agronomist,”
Seward said. “It’s local, but there
are also sites across the province
so you can see results and trends
beyond your area. | commend
Alberta Pulse Growers (APG) for
randomizing and replicating the
results. The randomized part is what
gets missed a lot, so it’s great to
be able to put confidence in these
trials as the real deal.”

Plot to Field is a field-scale research
program launched by APG in
2017. This program has several
goals, one of which is testing
small plot learnings on large scale,
farm plots across the province to
ensure appropriate application of
outcomes. Second to this, some
things are challenging to assess
on small plots, variability across
landscapes, logistical and practical
considerations, are some of the
motivators behind testing applied
and basic research questions on a
field scale.

This year, APG again has two sets
of trials, one focused on pea and
the second on lentils. These are the
two dominant pulse crops for the
province.
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Seward initially took part as a
cooperator in the field-scale
research program for APG in 2019
when her farm near Foremost in
southeast Alberta participated

in a phosphorus fertilizer trial on
peas. She first participated as an

agronomist for Plot to Field in 2022

in the lentil seeding rate trials.

This growing season, she will serve
as the contracted agronomist for
the pea-canola intercropping trial

location on someone else’s farm, as

well as serving as the agronomist
and cooperator for a lentil seeding
rate trial on her own family farm.

“There are a lot of lentils being
grown in Forty Mile County, so it’s
nice to be able to trial that in our
area,” she said. “This is my first
year doing intercropping, which is
something you hear a lot about.
We've dabbled with intercropping
but there’s a lot of negativity, like
it’s too dry here, for example.
With APG, you have the research
support in the form of their staff,
in particular Dr. Jagroop Gill Kahlon
and Dr. Jenn Walker, to set up the
trial so you see the results first-
hand. With financial support from
APG, the risk is lower, so why
wouldn’t you try it?”

Seward became involved with APG
after meeting Nevin Rosaasen,

the organization’s Sustainability &
Government Relations Lead, when
she was speaking with the Pest
Management Regulatory Agency
(PMRA) in Ottawa in 2018 about
neonics. Since then, Seward has
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presented at an APG meeting and
recently became a Zone 1 advisor.

“Before | ever did a trial or got
involved with APG, | had no idea the
tremendous amount of work going
on behind the scenes,” she said.
“The amount of knowledge that’s on
the APG website has helped me as
an agronomist and a grower because
sometimes it’s hard to know where
to go for information and if you can
trust that information. That’s where
the commissions really shine. When
| tell people I'm working on Plot

to Field with APG, there’s always a
ton of interest and a lot of positive
feedback that we need things like
this.”

The Plot to Field program operates
as a team with two PhD staff,

four agronomists and more than
15 farmers across Alberta, along



with several collaborations and
layering of research questions from
extended research organizations
such as Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada and University of Alberta.
The program is significantly
elevated due to the diverse team.
Planning and execution is done
collaboratively to ensure that the
outcomes are directly relevant

to the farm, address a true
management issue and provide
both individual as well as provincial
recommendations. This program’s
sites span from Falher, Alberta in
the north to the southernmost

site minutes from the US border,
and various sites in between that
distance.

Seward recommends that farmers
and agronomists who are interested
in the program inquire about getting
involved.

“You get to ‘ground truth’ concepts
we’re all thinking about in our local
area, gaining local data that is also
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Lentil seeding at the Lomond Plot to Field site in 2022.

done at nine or 11 sites across
Alberta,” she said. “Then, we can
start to look at those trends and
make decisions based on that. We
are always trying to push the needle
forward. If you have an idea, it’s
wonderful that maybe we could
take it to the Alberta Pulse Growers.
If a question has come up a number
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of times, then maybe we can do
something with it.”

For more information about this
research, check out the new Plot to
Field section on the Alberta Pulse
Growers’ website at
albertapulse.com/plot-to-field-
program/.
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