The Pulse Canada delegation met with senior NAFED officials at the Taj Mahal Hotel in

New Delhi. Left to right: Sunil Kumar Singh, NAFED Additional Managing Director;

Rajbir Singh Panwar, NAFED Managing Director; Greg Cherewyk, Pulse Canada President;
Kevin Auch, Pulse Canada Chair; Dr. Sunil Kumar Singh, NAFED Vice Chairman;

Dr. Bijender Singh , NAFED Chairman; Mac Ross, Pulse Canada; and Nitin Verma, Agriculture
Counsellor, Canadian Trade Commissioner Service, High Commission of Canada in India.

Pulse Canada Chair Kevin Auch saw
first-hand the differences between
pulse growing operations in India
and at home in Alberta when he
was invited on a reciprocal tour.

“We were invited over there in
reciprocation to NAFED, which is
their national marketing agency

that helps support their domestic
farmers,” said Auch, who also serves
as a Zone 2 Director for Alberta Pulse
Growers. “There are about 65 million
people working in agriculture in
India, which isn’t just farmers. There
are about one or two acres per farm,
so it’s totally different.”

Auch’s delegation was invited to
Bikaner, India’s largest agricultural
producing area that is described as
kind of a desert.

“They do flood irrigation and when |
showed them how we irrigated, their
comment was that we’re about two
generations ahead,” Auch recalled.
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“My great-grandfather used to farm
like this, so | think we’re closer

to three generations ahead. They
basically pump it out into paddies
and the soil washes away. This is part
of the desertification going on in
farming that way.”

Auch said that one of the

more progressive farmers they
encountered had a three-crop
rotation of wheat, desi chickpeas
and mustard. The farmer explained
to the group that he feeds the
wheat straw and chaff to his cows,
liguefies the manure and someone
spreads it on the field with a
backpack sprayer. The cows are kept
specifically for this purpose and not
for meat. Auch was told that this
farm operator was a big farmer in
Bikaner, where the average farm is
about 50 acres.

Auch, along with Pulse Canada’s
Greg Cherewyk, President, and Mac
Ross, Director of Market Access and

Trade Policy, traveled to India in
February 2023.

In addition to Cherewyk presenting
at the 2023 Pulses Conclave, Pulse
Canada held meetings with Indian
Government officials from NAFED
(National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Ltd.),
the Department of Consumer Affairs,
and the Department of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare, as well as the
Canadian High Commissioner to
India and Saskatchewan Minister of
Agriculture. As negotiations towards
a Canada India Early Progress Trade
Agreement (EPTA) progress, Pulse
Canada remains in close contact
with Government of Canada trade
officials and negotiators and has
consistently reiterated the sector’s
priorities for inclusion in an EPTA.

Auch recalled that NAFED wanted
to send a delegation to Canada

on a fact-finding mission so they
attended the Pulse and Special
Crops Convention (PSCC) 2022 in
Niagara, ON. The group also toured
Auch’s farm in Carmangay and the
bean plant in Taber in September
2022, in advance of PSCC. Read
more about the previous tour in the
Winter 2023 Pulse Crop News.

“As part of this fact-finding mission,
| could tell that they were fishing
for our supports for farmers,” Auch
said. “The government appointee
on NAFED flat out asked me what
kind of supports do you have in
Canada for your farmers. | said we
have the AgriStability program,
which is an insurance program,
which you can pay a premium into
and it kicks in if we have a disaster.
It’s not an income support. | was
asked this question before when
they came to my farm as well.”



