PULSE
CANADA

By Jeff English, Vice-President Marketing and
Communications, Pulse Canada

With seeding nearing completion
across western Canada, the staff at
Pulse Canada remains at work to
ensure that the pulse crops being
grown will have access to high-value
markets both domestically and
around the world. There are several
priorities moving at once, proving
that the momentum in our industry
shows no signs of slowing down.
Canada and India continue to work
toward a free-trade agreement,
with an ‘Early Harvest Agreement’
remaining on the table. Pulse
Canada has been in constant
contact with Canadian politicians,
officials and negotiators this

past year, working to ensure the
priorities of the pulse industry

will be included in any agreement
reached. We have been clear in our
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Canadian farmers have
positioned themselves as
environmental leaders through

the adoption of technologies and
practices which have increased
efficiency and decreased

environmental impact.

message to the federal government
that there can be no win for Canada
in its trading relationship with India
without meaningful gains for pulses,
our single largest export to that
country. Pulse Canada’s board and
staff remain engaged in the process
and will continue to communicate
that increasing market stability and
access for Canadian pulse crops
remains our top priority.

Earlier this year, Pulse Canada
launched ‘Impactful’, a report

that quantifies and communicates
the environmental and economic
benefits of Canadian pulse crops.
This report demonstrates that,
thanks to the adoption of modern
agricultural practices and the
nitrogen fixation benefits of

pulses, Canadian pulse growers are
currently responsible for removing
3.6 million tonnes of CO2 every year
from the environment. That is the
equivalent to taking 1.1 million cars
off the road annually. What’s more,

under a realistic growth scenario
that accounts for responsible
agronomic practices, pulse growers
have the potential to remove an
additional 1.4 million tonnes of CO2
every year by 2030. To accomplish
this, investments are needed to
improve varieties and help growers
better manage disease pressures.
In the lead up to World Pulses Day,
Pulse Canada directors and staff
held more than 25 meetings with
Parliamentarians, Senators, senior
civil servants, and political staff

to drive home one key point: any
investment into growing Canada’s
pulse industry is also an investment
into improving our environment.
This is a message we continue to
share on our members’ behalf as
we engage with government on

its policy direction surrounding

the ‘Sustainable Agriculture
Strategy’. Too often the focus
becomes solely on making rules for
farmers, yet through ‘Impactful’,
we can demonstrate that farmers



are ahead of the curve in terms

of environmental stewardship.

We have been clear that the
government’s strategy must be
developed in a way that works for
the Canadian agri-food value chain,
as the policies that are developed
from this strategy will affect and be
utilized by the entire agricultural
sector.

Pulse growers will notice that this
year’s Keep It Clean campaign is in
full swing, and the 2023 Product
Advisory is out. Pulse Canada,
along with our partners at Cereals
Canada and the Canola Council

of Canada continue to work to
deliver this document to help keep
growers informed on the latest
developments with products, as
well to provide tips to help keep
export markets open. A full copy
of the advisory is included in this
edition of Pulse Crop News. New
this year is specific mention of

the Pest Management Regulatory
Agency’s (PMRA’s) re-evaluation
of lambda-cyhalothrin. Due to

the PMRA'’s re-evaluation, crops
treated with lambda-cyhalothrin
(eg. Matador, Silencer, Labamba,
etc.) cannot be fed as livestock feed,
including any seed screenings and
aftermath. As any crop entering
the grain handling system is eligible
for livestock feed, this poses a

risk of becoming an off-label use.
We encourage growers with any
questions to visit keepitclean.ca or
reach out to us directly for more
information.

While there are several files that
require our advocacy, transportation
remains one of the most pressing.
That is why Pulse Canada was
pleased to see new transportation
measures announced in this
spring’s federal budget. Specifically
meaningful for the pulse sector

is the Government’s proposed
amendments to the Canada
Transportation Act for a temporary
extension, on a pilot basis, of the
extended interswitching limit in
the prairie provinces to strengthen
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Christine Farkas gives a cooking demonstration at Pulse Immersion Days in Winnipeg.

rail competition. While this was

a positive announcement for the
grain sector, by describing the
amendment as temporary and

a pilot, there is more advocacy
needed to ensure government takes
steps to deliver a meaningful policy
outcome. This includes working
with groups across agriculture

to make this policy a permanent
reality for the betterment for grain
movement across the country.

On the market development side,
Pulse Canada held the inaugural
Pulse Immersion Days in March. For
three days in Winnipeg, this invite-
only event brought together the
entire pulse value chain —including
growers, ingredient processors and
food manufacturers to network,
learn about the capacity and
sustainability of the Canadian

pulse industry, and gain hands-on
experience working with pulse
ingredients across a diverse range of
food applications. Participants had
a packed agenda as they attended

tours and demonstrations hosted
at Cereals Canada, the Prairie
Research Kitchen at Red River
College and the Richardson Centre
for Food Technology and Research
at the University of Manitoba. The
end goal was to further encourage
the use and incorporation of pulses
and pulse ingredients among key
companies across Canada and the
United States through education,
demonstration, and relationship
building. Pulse Canada continues
to work to create new market
opportunities in Canada and around
the world, providing growers more
options and higher returns for their
crops.

On behalf of Pulse Canada, | want
to wish you a safe and productive
growing season. We greatly value
direct feedback from pulse growers.
If you have any questions on any of
the initiatives undertaken by Pulse
Canada, please do not hesitate to
reach out to me at
jenglish@pulsecanada.com
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