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. ZONE UPDATES

The zone updates below were supplied by the chair for each zone. If there is any
information that you think would be valuable to producers as part of these reports,

please email rpeterson@albertapulse.com.

ZONE 1 ADVISORS:
David Pepneck, Chair
Will Muller, Vice-Chair
Cory Nelson

Jenny Rae Seward
Greg Stamp

Shane Keijzer

John Kolk

Ryan Mercer

ZONE 2 ADVISORS:
Allison Ammeter, Chair
Curtis Hoffmann, Vice-Chair
Kevin Auch

Gerry Good

Barry Grabo

Peter Hoff

John Kowalchuk

Joe Rowbottom
Landon Sell

Kelly Wheeler
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The snow has taken its time melting in Zone 1 this year. Farmers agree that
planting will be delayed. But with delayed snow melt comes a good layer

of moisture. Pulse acres continue to compete with other crops for acres
again this year with the potential for peas to see a decrease but lentils to
increase. Disease pressure and overall profitability are key factors in cropping
decisions. Pulse growers look forward to seeing some results from APG’s root
rot research. This is because pulses play a key role in a healthy rotation.

Zone 1 plans to have some crop walks take place this summer and will
continue to partner with local researchers to help better pulse and overall
farm sustainability.

- David Pepneck

Zone 2 is currently in the final year of a soil health project it is funding
through CARA. We are also continuing to work with AAFC’s Dr. Syama
Chatterton to hire summer students for the Aphanomyces project. We are
expecting to receive some data soon from the root rot testing conducted in
the zone through this project so far. When the Zone 2 Advisory Committee
asked recently, the top priorities area pulse farmers listed were making
progress on Aphanomyces and getting a fractionation plant up and running.

Plans are underway for several plot tours in the zone this summer. Contact a
Zone 2 advisor or email office@albertapulse.com for more information.

- Allison Ammeter



ZONE 3 ADVISORS:
Dawna Nanninga, Chair
Brendin Serna, Vice-Chair
Chris Allam

Lucas Bell

Zach Olthuis

Shane Strydhorst

Dan Visser

Magnus von Rennenkampff

ZONE 4 ADVISORS:
Beverley Wieben, Chair
Peter Konstapel, Vice-Chair
Jerome |saac

Ernie Peters

Martine Piebiak

Caroline Sekulic

2 vacancies

CROP NEWS

It seems like 2023 seeding plans have been in the works since before we
even had seed in the ground in 2022. Who says we farmers are stubborn?
We adapt on the fly most days numerous times and are actively learning
throughout each stage of the growing season, continuously adjusting, and
making future crop plans. As we are all gearing up for spring seeding, praying
for a safe, fruitful year for ourselves and our neighbours, the weather looks
to be cooperating.

Our Zone 3 advisors actively attend and participate in the annual meetings,
APG and Zone 3 specific meetings or tours. On behalf of the Zone 3 advisors,
I'd like to thank the Board of Directors for all the advocacy work they have
done and continue to do with government on policy. It’s no easy task and we
farmers only stand to gain from your efforts.

Save the Date - July 20, 2023. Zone 3 is excited to announce that we will

be hosting a crop tour in collaboration with Alberta Canola, and GRO. Sheri
Strydhorst and Robyne Davidson will be speaking and sharing their expertise.
Stay tuned for more information on our tour as we are still formulating plot
research options and registration details are in the works.

- Dawna Nanninga

Over the last two years, Zone 4 has experienced drought. This past winter,
the snowfall was less than usual, and the spring melt was faster with very
little run off. This allowed quite a few farm operations to seed earlier than
normal. Unfortunately, the hot temperatures in late April and strong winds
contributed to Alberta’s wildfire season starting earlier than normal. It

is heartbreaking to see such widespread devastation in our region and
elsewhere. | am amazed at the outpouring of support from everyone, and |
would like to say thank you to all of you!

In the LaCrete area, we are hearing of a 25% increase in pea planting. MARA
has a summer tour planned for August 11. NPARA will have a summer tour
with pea and faba bean plots on July 27. PCBFA has partnered with Saddle
Hills County for a trial with 12 pulse varieties, and a summer tour on August
3. SARDA will have many seed plots and events as well. Visit the websites of
these organizations for more details.

We continue to offer Aphanomyces testing in Zone 4 where the producer
pays the courier charge, the producer contacts an agronomist to take the
plant tissue sample and send to the designated lab, and APG will pay for the
test. Clear Hills County farmers can contact their ag fieldman for information
on Aphanomyces testing, if interested. For other areas, contact me or APG
for details on testing procedures. The goal is to understand how prevalent
this disease is in the zone. As pea growers we all understand the importance
of knowing if this is in our fields.

Have you heard Zone 4 is looking for a few more advisors? Can you help

us? This consists of attending two or three meetings in the year including a
meeting in Leduc. This is a wonderful opportunity to listen and tour facilities
which are growing our market accessibility to food and non-food products
in the value-add chain. We discuss issues that directly affect you with

other pulse growers throughout the province. At the zone level, we make
recommendations to the board.

- Beverley Wieben
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ZONE 5 ADVISORS:
Michael Bury, Chair
Scott Keller, Vice-Chair
Harold Haugen

Tom Jackson

Matthew Micklich
Robert Semeniuk

Don Shepert

Zolton Yaremie

Zone 5 Advisor Harold Haugen

presents the 2023 Zone 5 Pulse
Lakeland College bursary to Tanis
Herzog of Camrose, a second-year

ag student.
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I’'m hopeful for a good start to the growing season in Zone 5 as | write this
while watching the fields drying up so we can start seeding.

APG’s Zone 5 is offering to pay for soil testing for area pulse growers if they
suspect Aphanomyces infection in their fields. If you reside within Zone 5 and
suspect root rot, email office@albertapulse.com to get more information
about getting your samples tested at no cost to you.

Each advisor in this zone also has $500 to sponsor a pulse-related event in
their area. We didn’t have many pulse agronomy events in the zone over the
last few years, but in an effort to get back to normal, the zone would like to
encourage more events for pulse growers. If anyone is looking for someone
to sponsor lunch for their pulse grower event in Zone 5, reach out to the
Zone 5 advisor from your area if you know them or email
office@albertapulse.com for more information.

- Michael Bury




