EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

BUILDING ON THE
LEGACY OF

By Leanne Fischbuch, Executive Director,
Alberta Pulse Growers

The efforts of the pioneer farmers
who risked growing new crops like
peas and beans and created the
Alberta Pulse Growers Commission
(APG) 35 years ago paid off for
them and those who came after
them. Introducing new crops is an
intrepid task but, as you have read
in the previous pages, those who
come after benefit and build on the
results. It takes many of the actions
that we still work on, including
investment in research, trial and
error, extension and markets to
develop and make it all work.

Over that period, APG grew from

a board of directors who were
blended from two associations into
one commission. Staff were small
and mighty and there was a lot

of early work done in partnership
with government. Industry was
also stepping in to support the
organization as observer members.

Today’s APG is different, yet not. Our
organization has a dedicated and
thoughtful group of farmers who are
strong leaders in their communities,
in the province, and in the national
pulse and agriculture sector. Our
directors and advisors are connected
across the province and have built a
culture to support the work of the
organization.

In 1989, research was a critical
component for APG. Research
continues as the primary
investment for the organization, and
communicating with our members
on results ranks as an important
foundation for the organization.
Finally, developing the markets
that can take Alberta-grown
pulses, domestically, nationally and
internationally continues ensuring
that we can get our sustainably
grown products to consumers.

Tactics have changed for
communication with the
advancements in technology. Many
would not have dreamed that
everything they needed could be
accessed by a device they keep in
their pockets. Apps, websites, social
media platforms, virtual reality/
augmented reality have all crept
into our outreach strategies making
things very different from 35 years
ago. Yet, we continue to have print
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and, most of all, person-to-person
communication which are still
incredibly important.

Advocacy has evolved to a

priority for the organization and

the emphasis on this type of
communication for pulse growers
has been critical. Staff positions
were created to support policy
development. Farmers get support
to help them craft their message to
decision-makers that will support
positions which the sector takes, and
APG and our commission colleagues
in partnership have evolved as a
voice for crop production in Alberta.

While the sector has developed,
APG still needs farmer members to
engage with us, share challenges
and identify areas to work on for
the future. We continue to be there
for pulse farmers to lead through
innovation and collaboration and
aim to add value for our members.

| am very proud to be a part of the
history of APG. With this magazine,
we celebrate the hard work and
dedication of many of the farmers
who have been involved with the
organization and many of the staff,
past and present, who have dedicated
segments of their careers to the
commission. Thank you and | wish a
vibrant future for APG and for “Pulses
on every farm, on every plate.”

Leanne Fischbuch’s favourite pulse
dish is Rainbow Salad with yellow
split peas and lentils.
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