INNOVATOR AWARD RECIPIENTS
ARE A WHO’S WHO OF ALBERTA’S

PULSE INDUSTRY

Alberta Pulse Growers celebrated
its 25th year as a commission in
2014 by launching the Alberta
Pulse Industry Innovator Award
and presenting the organization’s
founding president, Lud Prudek,
with the first annual award in 2015.

“Each year, APG recognizes a person
or organization whose progressive
thinking and tireless efforts helped
build Alberta’s pulse industry into
the flourishing sector that it is
today,” explained APG Chair Shane
Strydhorst, noting that the names of
past winners feature prominently in
the commission’s 35-year history.
“There are many individuals

and organizations who have
strengthened our growing industry
with their progressive thinking and
tireless efforts. The annual tradition
of recognizing the contributions

of noteworthy individuals and
organizations is one that the board
looks forward to each year.”

An industry innovator is a person
who has worked to help nurture
and shape the pulse industry and
contributed to the success of the
industry as it is today. Innovators
may have contributed to the
industry through various areas
from production, marketing,
research, extension, processing,
management, promotion and
innovation.

In the decade that the award

has been presented, recipients
included acclaimed pulse researcher
Ken Lopetinsky; life-long pulse
supporter Blair Roth; Dr. Hans-
Henning Muendel who developed
numerous bean cultivars; Kirsty Ross
(Piguette) who was instrumental
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in building the field pea industry
in northeastern Alberta; Mark
Olson who explored new pulse
varieties and production methods
in many roles including as Alberta
Agriculture’s Unit Head for Pulse
Crops; APG’s first vice-president
Craig Shaw; and posthumously

to seed grower Cliff Cyre. In 2023
former Pulse Canada CEO Gordon
Bacon received the honour, and
prolific pea breeder Dr. Dengjin Bing
was recognized in 2024.

The 2025 recipient will be
announced and honoured in the
spring, by which time the 2026
nomination form will be available
on the APG website.



CROP NEWS

2015

“I've been so fortunate to know so many wonderful people
and it has been a privilege to be a partner in the Alberta
Pulse Growers. In any of these major accomplishments, you
can give credit to one individual, but you always have to
have an enormous team to make it work. If you don’t have
that team and someone to inspire them, you’re not going to
get anywhere.”

— Lud Prudek, first APG chair

2016

“The Pulse Growers Commission is a very
integral part of any success. As | reminisce
about my career, | always think of the directors
of the commission and all the time volunteered
to discuss issues was fantastic.”

— Ken Lopetinsky, pulse researcher

2017

“There have been lots of challenges, and there will be more!
But there has also been lots of excitement and rewarding times
observing and being part of the success that the pulse industry
has achieved over the past 30-odd years.”
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- Blair Roth, industry leader

o= WINTER 2025 |



2018

“With our bean varieties having spread throughout
the Alberta dry bean growing area — on behalf of my
breeding team, it is such an honour to accept this
award. Sometimes we were daring: releasing a shiny
black, AC Black Diamond in 2000, with a very limited
market. Yet that market grew and AC Black Diamond is
still grown!”

— Dr. Hans-Hennig Muendel, dry bean breeder

GROWERS

2019

“l had a lot of support from the St. Paul Agricultural
Service Board who worked with me in organizing local
trials on different pea varieties. By proving the crop could
be grown and marketed successfully in the area, growers
became interested. It was a team effort, but | guess | was
the catalyst. | was able to bring everyone together. | always
wondered what else we could grow up there (near St. Paul)
and peas seemed to be a great fit.”

- Kirsty Ross, extension specialist

2020

“Focusing on pulses throughout my career has
been easy because it is a positive crop in so many
ways. These crops fix their nitrogen from the air
reducing fertilizer costs and carbon footprint, are
high in protein and nutrient dense, the growers
I’ve worked with are optimistic and innovative,
and best of all the crops put dollars in the
pockets of growers making for more sustainable
cropping systems.”

— Mark Olson, consultant and former
Pulse Specialist
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PULSE CROP NEWS

2021

“When | look back now, | can’t believe our commitment
betting on a basically new industry. The collaboration
between a number of producers and some good industry
support people meant we were able to tackle endless
challenges. Our goal was to provide some cropping
options and gain a presence in the protein industry.
When we look at the current industry, our group is proud
of our contribution to achieve those goals and get where
we are today.”

— Craig Shaw, former APG chair, director

2023

“l was given a great opportunity by the boards over the
years to go around the world to understand how we
can be more efficient in what we do to be competitive
on the commodity market. | was really passionate
about the charge | was given, which was to imagine
what we could become.”

— Gordon Bacon, former Pulse Canada CEO

2024

“l want to thank the Alberta Pulse Growers. It gives
me profound pleasure and responsibility because
you have supported the program by investing in the
program. | always feel | am responsible for producing
the products and returning your investment. |
appreciate this working relationship and your
unwavering support for the program.”
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— Dr. Dengjin Bing, field pea breeder
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