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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - "BIT OF HISTORY"

With the start of Alberta Pulse Growers Com-
mission, it was noted that there could be
growers who gquestion the check-off. Especially,
what bepnefits or wvalue will I receive? Who is
responsible for the Commission and it's activi-
ties? Will this really help maintain my farming
enterprise or is it just another burden to bare?
These are very legitimate questions.

It was suggested that perhaps a review of the
events which brought us to this point in time
might answer some of these questions.  Have
there been any achievements and if so what was
their nature and benefit to farming?

It is in this spirit that I put my pen to paper
to recall the history of the pulse growers. A
complete histery would be a major project end
time and space will not allow this -- so a "Bit
of History", the condensed version.

In the 50's there was a recognized weakness im
Alberta Agriculture. That flaw was the heavy
dependence wupon ceércals and odlseed crops.

Peas had been grown in southern Alberta. This
production was primarily seed for the processing
industry and was exported. Several companies
were involved, however, the acreage was not
significant given the land base. With the
change that was occcurring in the world market
during the 70's, the largest of these companies
(Asgrow) closed their plant in Brooks in 1976,
This was a severe set back to the pea industry.
At this time there was no significant production
in Central or Northern Alberta. The potential
of the feed pea industry was just realized and
the search for answers finally led to the
discovery of Eurcpean variaties which now
support the feed pea I[ndustry in central-north
Alberta. Irrigatien, also, simply was not
visble with only cereals and cilseeds, alternate
crops had to be found.

It was in this setting, that Western Canada
ZSeed Processors was formed. It was designed to
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process sunflower seed Into oll and as a com-
plement, a dry bean line was added., This was
a major project with two unproven crops. As
with any new wventure, the Ffirst twoe or three
years were a struggle and as the bugs were
removed from this new industry, it was decided
that thelr effort should be solely on oilseed
processing. Az a result of this decision a
small company was [ormed to continued with the
bean industry. This was during a difficult
period for agriculture when margins were wvery
small and the challenge of establishing a new
industry was very quiet.

The problems were, essentially, establishing a
market, production suitable varieties, and
capital to construct processing plant,

In the spring of 1968, this company had ex-
hausted its resources and was on the wverge of
bankruptey. It was at this point when four
bean growers were contacted by an offiefal of
the company and told the bean plant would be
closing. Further they could rent and acquire
the equipment iIf they wished the industry to
continue. In my opinion, this was the Informal
beginning of the pulse growers.

This group was incorporated in October, 1968
and in a few years the family of shareholders
had grown to eleven with a compliment of some
50 - 60 growers. The commitment to the industry
was wvery strong, however, net blind to other
needs in the community.

Some of the projects that they supported were
the need for supportive research for the indus-
try, especially agronomic and plant breeding.
They also played a major role in irrigation
development with emphasis on improved transport
systems and application. They became invelved
in the sale of pipe te make this more feasible
and affordable, The result of this was more
land being dirrigated by improved systems and
greater production.



However, as the industry grew, so did the need
for capital investment. The plant was expanded
twice to accommodate increased acreage and it
wag apparent that additional expansion would be
needed. Simultanecusly, wargins were small and
becoming smaller. Inflation was taking {rs
toll. In December 1978, the industry was sold
to the Alberta Wheat Pool.

Within a short time following the sale, requests
were made to form & bean growers assoclation,
This request was honored amd in the spring of
1979, the Pulse Growers Asscciation of Alberta
was formally incorporated. This was not exactly
what the bean growers wished, however, the need
to develop the pulse industry in Alberta was a
challenge with enormous potential. Im retre-
spect, the decision to form a pulse association
instead of a bean association wWas correct and
events which have opccurred since clearly illu-
strate the wisdom of that decision, A great
deal of the foresight for this decision came
from leadership within Alberta Agriculture
and credit must be given for the vislon of
future needs and potential.

Although initially the Asscciation was invelved
primarily with production needs this was soon Lo
change eccnomics., With rampant inflation and
collapsing commodity prices we were faced with
the most devastating of scenea. Farm bank-
ruptcy numbers were wvery high, the bean acreage
had fallen to a level which threatensd the
industry. Truly high interest and inflation was
having a hay day.

The associlation responded to this calamity by
pressing ond getting stabilization payments for
the heans. They also organized an Ad Hoc
Committee,; composed of twelve commodity groups,
requesting relief for our debt burdened farmers.
As & result of this initiative and the support
of others, a major review of ADC policy was
held and ¢ertain changes made to bring some
reliaf.

In the early B80's the central zone of the
asgsoclation became very active in promoting
fababeans and peas in the Camrose-Red Deer
area. Shortly after this time the northern
zone came into being due to an interest in
fababeans which soon shifted to dry peas. The
directors in these zones deserve a lot of credit
for the growth of the dry pea industry that has
occurred in the last 5 - 6 years.

Another important event was the formation of

the Western Cenada Pulse OGrowers Association
representing Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.
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This was necessary if we were to qualify for
bean stabilization and a conditional requirement
of the Federal Agriculture Minister during that
time. Since that time, many important initiates
have been pursued by this umbrella group on the
federal level. The Pulse Growers Assnciation of
Alberta initiated and led this group during its
formation.

Ome of the federal Llevel activities was the
establishment of a naclonal bean tripartite
program for income assurance. This required a
great deal of number crunching te establish an
accurately sound plan. The data from Alberta
was used extensively to develop this national
plan.

Other activities were in the area of market
developnent ., A number of market development
missions have been made to¢ Europe, Mid-East,
Central and South America. This was done with
the cooperation of federal and provincial
economic and market development agencies and
ig a wery important area which undoubtedly
will receive considerable attention in the
future.

I can not place a dollar wvalue on all of the
benefits thet have been generated in the past
twenty years. For instance, what is the value
of supportive research, markets, support of
extansion and development of agronomic packages,
tripartite programs which guarantee a floor
price, or simply of amother alternative crop to
enhance and Improve the efflciently of your
farm?

I submit this has a wvalue wvhich can not be
expressed in monetary terms but must be valued
with the human experience. Man's torcturous
journey through time has always been to make
life a little better even though his conduct
along the way certainly has periods which
suggest otherwise.

How much benefit the commission generates in
the future iz dependent upon our own attitude.
In the past we have enjoyed a good attitude of
generesity and the rewards were very great -
perhaps 30 - 40 for every dellar and hour we
have invested. I believe that spirit will
continue in the commission and the benefit in
the future will be greater than they were in the

past.

The challenge we face is our commitment to
making the human experience more secure,
pleasant and enjovable. We can meet this
challenge by working together for our induscry.
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