PAST APG DIRECTORS REFLECT ON
35 YEARS

Alberta Pulse Growers’ directors from throughout the last 35 years share highlights from their experiences
with the commission.

“I was involved before the start of the commission

and then on the board early after formation. The early
days meant many trips to Lethbridge for commission
meetings. Before cell phones and good internet, the
meetings often meant getting everyone up to speed.
The early days were driven by the belief that if we could
hang in there, we could make pulses a viable alternative
for producers. There were so many things to overcome
and so many efforts to get others to believe. There were
huge benefits in sharing ideas and solutions with other
producers for the many issues we had to deal with. The
plus was being able to focus on our goals without dealing
with other more political issues. I’'m proud we built
something for future producers.”

— Craig Shaw

Former APG presidents at a 1995 convention: (left to right)
Frank Spanbauer, Craig Shaw, Lud Prudek, Renald Lamoureux and
Jerry Bartosek.

“Serving as a farmer director on the Alberta Pulse
Growers from 2013-2023 was a wonderful experience
for me. As a board, we were actively involved in
shaping Alberta and Canada’s pulse industry as

we interacted with farmers, consumers, and pulse
traders, in addition to other pulse commissions across
Canada. My time was additionally fascinating, as the
International Year of Pulses (IYP) was declared by the
United Nations for 2016. As pulse commissions in
Canada, we actively worked throughout 2014 and 2015
to plan and prepare to make the most of this, then
throughout 2016 we used every possible opportunity
and venue to promote pulses to consumers, food
processors, educators, restaurants and grocery stores.
| had the additional honour of being Chair of the
Canadian Committee promoting IYP2016, so was able
to represent Canadian pulses in diverse places and
methods. There were IYP2016 committees in pulse
producing countries around the world, and interacting
with them for the same purpose was a unique
experience. Overall, serving my fellow farmers as a
director was a truly rewarding experience!”

— Allison Ammeter
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“There are a lot of memories going back - | spent
over 30 years on the commission as an advisor and a
commissioner. In the early years, we travelled all over
the province for meetings! It was a good time, but a
big undertaking!”

— Gordon Tuck

PULSE CROP NEWS

Left photo: APG’s Zone 5 and specialists in June 1995, including Gordon Tuck in centre of front row. Right: Australian farmers who were touring
Western Canada in July 2001 stopped to see Bow Island’s Pinto MacBean after seeing dry beans, chickpeas and peas being grown by Will Van
Roessel (second from left).

“It is hard to believe APG is 35 years old already. | joined in 2000 as a zone representative and in 2005 | became
a commissioner for Zone 4. The best part about being involved in APG was all the people | met. Many became
life-long friends. It was also a wonderful way to keep up with everything going on in the world of pulses. Lots
of business connections were made. It was a privilege to represent my fellow Alberta pulse growers. | look back

fondly on the years | spent with the commission.”

— Linda Schmidt

APG’s trade show display in 1998.

“I'joined the board in 1993 or 1994 as a
‘commissioner-at-large.” We were called
‘commissioners’ at that time and the term was later
changed to ‘director” At that time, there were only
three zones, because a large part of the province
had no pulse production at the time. When | was
elected to the board, the annual budget was about
$200,000. The majority of this came from levies on
dry beans, with only a small portion from peas.”

— Will Van Roessel
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