PULSE RESEARCH HAS
FLOURISHED WITH APG’S STAFF
EXPERTISE AND FUNDING

By Dr. Jenn Walker, APG Research and
Extension Manager

It’s funny where life takes us,

isn’t it? As a freshly minted PhD,

| received a call from one of my
fellow grad students. We had
shared a supervisor and been in
several classes together. (In all
honesty, she probably is the reason
| passed my exams on orthogonals
and contrasts in Stats class. Life
lesson: It’s good to have friends
who are smarter than you.)

She had accepted a position as
the Executive Director (ED) of a
commission several months prior
and, in leaning into the role, had
made the assessment that there
was need for someone to oversee
the research portfolio in a more
focused and intentional way,
versus it being one of the many
roles the ED currently played.
With little prospect of a job in
range and pasture management,
the opportunity to work part-time
whilst | mom’d three small boys
was a lovely proposal. | accepted
and so the adventure began.

| didn’t know what a pulse crop
was, what a commission did, or
have any understanding of the
landscape that was the current
funding system. As a grad student
it felt a bit like wishing upon a star
when you sent your proposal out
into the atmosphere and hoped that
whoever happened to bump into it
was a friendly. Life Lesson: There is
always more to the story than your
own narrow point of view.

At the time of my hiring, projects
were very locally focused. Fast
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forward 15 years and research
investments are strategic, multi-
disciplined and collaborative. The
screening process is rigorous and
asks not only questions related to
scientific merit but also how will it
impact MY bottom line as a farmer
growing pulse crops. It’s been a
wild ride. And | have benefitted
greatly from always rubbing
shoulders with those who know
way more than | do. Life lesson: Be
open, be curious, it’s okay to never
stop asking ‘why.’

It’s healthy, personally and
professionally to reflect, note
lessons and successes and build
off each. As part of our reflection
as an organization | felt it might be
valuable to connect with Dr. Sheri
Strydhorst, my first APG boss, a
strong advocate for agriculture, a
peer-mentor and my friend.

APG’s Walker and Dr. Jagroop Gill Kahlon
examine the faba bean roots on a tour near
New Norway.



PULSE CROP NEWS

“Breeding and variety
testing have always been
foundational research
investments, and while the
players and institutions
have grown and changed,
the importance of
investment in genetic
solutions remain
steadfast.”

— Dr. Sheri Strydhorst

Dr. Sheri Strydhorst presenting at a Zone 3 crop walk at the Mueller farm in 2023.

Congratulations to Alberta Pulse Growers on their 35-year anniversary! | was fortunate to play a small
role in APG and their research program from 2008-2011 when | served as the APG Executive Director.
During my tenure, the 2010 levy was $1,365,862 compared with the 2024 levy of $5,146,109, an
increase of 3.76 times. The growth of the industry over that 14-year time period is remarkable. | would
like to think that the APG investments in research were a small contributor to the growth of Alberta’s
pulse industry during that time.

Back in 2010, | managed the APG research portfolio with a new, part-time employee, Dr. Jenn Walker.
In 2010, just like now, research investments were the largest budget line item and took the most

time and thought. But the scope and dollars have increased just like the levy. In 2010, APG’s research
investments were $443,482 compared with $1,758,694 in 2024, reflecting 3.97 times more investment
in research.

In 2010, APG’s research program was really in its infancy. At that time, the pulse industry worked on
their first Science Cluster application to leverage federal dollars and coordinate research across the
country. Now, APG has participated in its fourth science cluster, and | imagine the process is much more
sophisticated. The strides made in the research portfolio have been incredible with APG now making
strategic investments in Aphanomyces and root rot diseases, through the Pulse Root Rot Network.
Rather than the traditional, one-off approach to research funding, the pulse industry is a leader in
building research investment strategies. Breeding and variety testing have always been foundational
research investments, and while the players and institutions have grown and changed, the importance
of investment in genetic solutions remains steadfast.

An area of growth would be in lentil agronomy, with APG formulating some of their first investments
in lentil seeding rate research in Alberta in 2010. Now there is Plot to Field on-farm testing of this
critical agronomic concept. While the details and the players have changed somewhat, there is still an
unwavering commitment from APG to invest in research that will help grow the Alberta pulse industry
for decades to come.

— Dr. Sheri Strydhorst
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