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In the world of agriculture, advocacy isn’t just a profes-
sional responsibility—it’s a collective effort. Whether you’re 
a seasoned government relations professional or a farmer 
with decades of experience in the field, your voice matters. 
I believe that effective advocacy is built on collaboration, 
strategy and the power of personal connection.

As the new Policy Analyst at Alberta Pulse Growers, I bring 
more than 15 years of experience in government relations 
and policy, having worked at the municipal, provincial, 
federal and international level. 

My academic journey has been equally diverse: I earned 
my Bachelor of Business Administration from the Schulich 
School of Business—one of Canada’s most conserva-
tive business faculties—and undertook graduate studies 
in one of the most progressive political science depart-
ments globally. This unique blend allows me to speak the 
language of policy-makers across the political spectrum, 
building bridges where others see divides.

But even with this background, I know for certain that the 
most powerful advocacy comes when professionals and 
stakeholders work together.

The role of the government  
relations professional

Government relations professionals are the strategists 
behind the scenes. We see the big picture whether it’s local, 
provincial, federal or global. We conduct the research, 
analyze legislation and ensure that the needs of stake-
holders are presented to policy-makers in a timely and 
effective manner. 

We use the frameworks and language that legislators 
understand and we build extensive networks to track 
key players and emerging issues, using timing and skill to 
advance achievable advocacy asks.

However, no matter how skilled a government relations 
professional may be, we are only one part of the equation. 
The stakeholder’s voice is the vehicle through which advo-
cacy truly resonates.
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Your role in advocacy

Every farmer has the potential to be an advocate. You don’t 
need a degree in political science or years of experience 
in policy to make a difference and help us advance our 
policy goals. Here are some simple yet powerful ways you 
can get involved:

Connect with your MLA: At the time of writing, we 
were working to match Alberta Pulse Growers direc-
tors with their MLAs for farm visits. These visits are a 
fantastic opportunity to build relationships in a positive 
setting. You can extend the same offer to your MLA and 
invite them to your farm, share your story and take great 
photos together. These interactions help humanize the 
issues and create lasting impressions.

Write letters: If there’s an issue affecting your farm or 
community, write to your MLA. A well-crafted letter 
raises awareness and puts your concerns on their 
radar. It doesn’t have to be long—just honest, clear and 
respectful.

Bring your issues forward: It is important that your 
concerns and issues are known to our government rela-
tions team. We can analyze the scale, scope, jurisdiction 
and strategic pressure points to move the needle and 
advance change. 

Volunteer during elections: Supporting your 
preferred candidate by volunteering at their constitu-
ency office is a great way to build trust and connection. 
It also gives you insight into the political process and 
helps you understand how decisions are made.

Engage across the political spectrum: No matter 
your political leanings, it’s important to engage with 
politicians of all stripes. When we present our issues 
with evidence-based arguments and solutions, we build 
political capital that transcends party lines. The most 
effective advocacy happens when both sides of the 
legislature agree on a motion before it even reaches 
the floor. That’s consensus-building, and it’s powerful.

Advocacy without partisanship

When speaking to any elected official, remember that we 
advocate for our issues, not our politics. Our goal is to 
find common ground and work collaboratively, regardless 
of party affiliation. This approach strengthens our cred-
ibility and increases the likelihood of policy change. My 
own experience has taught me the value of this approach. 
My doctoral research focused on environmental politics, 
specifically how international climate adaptation policies 
impacted rural farming communities in Bangladesh. The 
findings were clear that top-down policies created with-
out consulting local communities often fail, deepening 
inequality and marginalization. This lesson is universal in 
that policy must be informed by those it affects.

A lifelong commitment to accountability

I am honoured to have received the King Charles III Coro-
nation Medal from Premier Danielle Smith, recognizing my 
lifelong commitment to holding governments account-
able. Over the past three years, I’ve worked closely with 
the Government of Alberta on hate crime prevention and 
counter-terrorism efforts. These experiences have rein-
forced my belief in the power of advocacy and the impor-
tance of inclusive, evidence-based policy-making.

Now, I’m thrilled to bring this passion and expertise to 
Alberta Pulse Growers. Together, we can amplify the voices 
of farmers, build strong relationships with policy-makers, 
and shape policies that support sustainable, thriving agri-
cultural communities.

Let’s advocate together

Advocacy isn’t just for professionals. It’s for everyone. 
When farmers and government relations professionals 
work together, we become a force. We raise awareness, 
build consensus and drive meaningful change. So, whether 
you’re writing a letter, hosting a farm visit or simply sharing 
your story, know that your voice matters. 

Let’s make sure it’s heard.  
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