
You know farming is the backbone of Alberta. From fields of 
beans and canola to cattle and hogs, you keep this province 
running. But let’s be real. Farming isn’t exactly the safest job 
out there. Between heavy machinery, unpredictable weather 
and sometimes risky workspaces, there’s a lot more going 
on than meets the eye, especially when it comes to confined 
spaces and the air you breathe on the job.

That’s where AgSafe Alberta comes in. Our Confined Space 
and Respiratory Protective Equipment (RPE) courses are 
tailor-made to give farmers and ag workers the information 
and tools they need to stay safe. As another busy season 
rolls around, now is the perfect time to talk about why these 
courses matter, and why you should sign up.

The dangers you might not see

Farming is always changing. New tech, new chemicals and 
changing rules; it’s a lot to keep up with. But certain risks 
have always been there.

Confined spaces are a bigger deal on the farm than you 
might think—grain bins, silos, water tanks, manure pits 
and more. Most don’t plan to hang out in these places, but 
sometimes you need to get in there for a fix or cleanup. 

The risks? They’re real: Not enough oxygen, toxic gas, 
getting swallowed by grain or getting stuck. Too many 
tragedies happen in these spaces, and sometimes it’s the 
people trying to help who get hurt.

And then there is what you can’t see, such as dust, mould, 
chemicals and fumes. Inhaling this may cause anything 
from a cough to long-term lung issues. The right respira-
tory protection can mean the difference between a good 
day and a trip to the doctor.

Here’s the good news: Some of these dangers can be 
handled if you know what to do. AgSafe Alberta’s RPE 
courses are built for farmers and ranchers. No dry lectures 
here, just practical information, hands-on tips and a chance 
to better understand the risks at your farm.

What you’ll learn in the Confined Space Course

Spotting confined and restricted spaces: Figure out 
where the hidden dangers may be at your farm.
Assessing hazards: Learn what kinds of trouble you 
could encounter.
How to stay safe: Get tips on safe ways to work.
What to do in an emergency: Make a plan so you’re 
not scrambling if something goes wrong.
Keeping things legal: Stay on the right side of Alber-
ta’s safety rules.
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Respiratory Protective Equipment Course: 
What’s in it for you?

Know the hazards: Learn about risks posed by dust, 
chemicals, moulds, gases, fire, smoke, etc.
Pick the right gear: Find out how to choose, fit and 
look after your masks and respirators.
Fit and care: A mask that doesn’t fit isn’t doing you any 
good. Learn about fit testing and cleaning.
Warning signs: Figure out if you’re starting to feel the 
effects, and what to do next.
Stay compliant: Make sure your operation is following 
the best practices and provincial safety standards.

Make safety your family tradition

Alberta’s farming community is all about having each 
other’s backs and signing up for these courses says that 
safety comes first here. It’s a smart investment which leads 
to less stress, fewer accidents and more time to focus on 
what matters.

Farming is more than a job, it’s a lifestyle, a legacy and a 
huge part of our province. No harvest or herd is worth risk-
ing your health. By taking these AgSafe Alberta courses, you 
protect yourself and build a safer future for everyone on 
your farm. So, before the rush of the season sweeps you 
away, grab this chance. 

Make safety your best tool this year. Sign up for a course, 
and keep your farm, your family and yourself safe and 
sound. Learn more at agsafeab.ca.
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