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Unpredictability. This word best captures the current 
climate facing the pulse sector and, indeed, many other 
sectors around the globe. For farmers growing field pea, 
lentil, chickpea, faba bean and soybean, it is a reality.

Over the past few months, we’ve observed most pulse 
crop prices adjust downward from spring or even late fall 
levels. Some of this is due to the seasonality in trade flow, 
but much of it reflects deeper shifts in our global trade 
dynamics. 

Navigation of these shifts requires resilience and a strate-
gic effort to realize opportunities. At Alberta Pulse Growers 
(APG), alongside our provincial pulse partners and Pulse 
Canada, we remain committed to ensuring pulses stay on 
every plate, at home and around the world. 

Creative pathways will help us develop the future. China 
continues to be at 100% tariffs for field peas, which 
accounts for a significant amount of product for food uses 
as well as feed. Not great news; however, from a busi-
ness-to-business perspective conversations continue, 
which is important. Alberta farmers can be assured that 
APG and our national organization, Pulse Canada, continue 
to work to prioritize diversification with a view to innovative 
market development in the Indo-Pacific. 

The area has many Chinese-owned companies located 
within it. There are opportunities to continue trade with 
these entities still allowing Canadian products to enter 
this significant market even when the main trade route is 
closed. 

Meanwhile, India has provided Canadian pulse exports a 
reprieve. Canadian field peas have tariff-free access until 
March 31, 2026, and lentils face only a 10% tariff. These 
developments are a good signal for trade predictability and 

warming of relationships at the government level. APG is 
hopeful that this momentum leads to renewed discussions 
and an early-progress trade agreement that benefits both 
countries. 

Demand for plant-based protein continues to grow. While 
consumer adoption is slow and steady, the opportunity for 
global feed and pet food sectors is emerging. 

At APG, all demand is important; consumer demand as well 
as feed and pet foods, but the significant opportunity for 
nearer and larger growth comes via feed and pet foods. 
Rising pet food opportunities in the Indo-Pacific as well as 
South America, offers an opportunity for market expansion 
that the pulse sector is starting to notice. 

Our third-largest trading partner for pulses is the United 
States. The Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement 
(CUSMA) allows pulses to move tariff-free. However, trade 
on pulse crops has slowed, particularly for fractionated 
products. 

The U.S. is a vital trade partner that APG needs to pay atten-
tion to but the work needs to be broadened to include 
new markets that can support long-term sector growth 
and resilience.

For Alberta farmers, know that APG and the work we do 
with Pulse Canada continue to bring forward the needs 
of pulse farmers in the province, at both a national and 
global level. We work on your behalf to keep markets open, 
support the push for diversification and ensure that pulses 
remain a staple on plates around the world. 

I look forward to visiting with you at our regional meetings 
this fall and at CrossRoads — Alberta’s Crop Conference in 
January 2026, where our Annual General Meeting will be 
taking place. Let’s continue the conversation on how APG 
is working for you. I wish you a safe and successful harvest 
season.  
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