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Canada's pulse sector
strengthens trade with India
and China while advancing

CANADA global diversification

As outlined in Pulse Canada’s recently released 2024-25
Annual Report, Canadian pulse growers and exporters
navigated another year of complex global dynamics,
most notably in two critical markets: India and China.
Despite political headwinds and trade barriers, sustained
engagement, technical cooperation and targeted
market development efforts helped maintain access
and uncover new pathways for growth. At the same
time, the industry continued to broaden its global reach,
reinforcing diversification as a cornerstone of long-term
resilience.

Rebuilding and reinforcing the
Canada-India relationship

India remains Canada’s most important trading partner for
pulses. In 2023 and 2024, India imported more than $2.2
billion worth of Canadian lentils and peas, solidifying its
place as the top market for the Canadian sector.

Following the election of Prime Minister Mark Carney in
April 2025, a renewed effort to rebuild diplomatic ties with
India has begun to yield progress. Prime Minister Carney'’s
invitation to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to attend
the G7 and the agreement to designate new high commis-
sioners signal a shared intent to restore relations and re-es-
tablish a functional diplomatic presence. Pulse Canada has
actively engaged Canadian officials, including the minis-
ters of foreign affairs, trade and agriculture, to emphasize
the urgency to restore full embassy staffing levels in India.
Such a move is essential to protect Canada’s competitive
footing against exporters from Australia, Russia and the
U.S. and ensure the continuity of business-to-business
trade support.

Encouragingly, India has extended market access for Cana-
dian yellow peas six times since December 2023, even
amid broader bilateral tensions. The sector also contin-
ues to work on permanently resolving the long-stand-
ing issue of lentil fumigation requirements, with the end
goal to achieve a permanent exemption. This long-sought
outcome would reduce costs, streamline exports and
signal regulatory trust between both countries.

Moving forward, Pulse Canada will continue to advocate
for a strong and mutually beneficial trade relationship with
our Indian customers.

Navigating trade pressures and
opportunities in China

China continues to pose trade opportunities and chal-
lenges for Canadian pulses. The imposition of a 100% tariff
on Canadian peas in early 2025—retaliation for Canadian
tariffs on Chinese steel, aluminum and electric vehicles—
has created a problematic export environment. Neverthe-
less, Pulse Canada has not backed away from engagement.

In July 2025, senior Pulse Canada staff traveled to Qingdao
to participate in China Pea 2025, an event that convened
government officials, importers, processors and industry
leaders. The team held strategic meetings with major pea
fractionators, highlighting Canada’s strength in product
quality, sustainability and functionality. Despite the tariff,
many Chinese processors remain interested in Canadian
peas due to the long-standing relationships with Canadian
suppliers and the quality of our peas. Chinese companies
consistently cited the superior colour and protein func-
tionality of Canadian peas compared to alternatives from

| PULSE CROP NEWS



Russia and Kazakhstan. Some noted Canadian peas’” higher
yield and cleaner flavour profile, particularly important for
plant-based applications such as dairy alternatives and
baking. We remain mindful that, with increasing pressure
to reduce costs, several Chinese fractionators may have
no choice but to shift sourcing over the next year should
the tariff persist.

To reinforce Canada'’s position, Pulse Canada also engaged
with China’s Institute of Food and Nutrition Development
under the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, where
opportunities were identified for further collaboration.

In June, Pulse Canada joined the Canola Council of
Canada, the Canadian Meat Council and the Canadian
Seafood Council for a week of high-level meetings in
Ottawa to lobby for a long-term solution to the tariffs
impacting Canadian agricultural products in China. This
included meetings with senior politicians including the
ministers of agriculture, trade and fisheries, as well as senior
members of the Opposition.

Diversification: A strategic imperative

Our work on market diversification is not a reaction-
ary measure, it is a core strategy. In a global environ-
ment shaped by geopolitics, climate volatility and shifting
consumer preferences, Canada'’s pulse sector proactively
builds resilience by expanding into new geographies and
promotes novel applications for pulse ingredients.

The Indo-Pacific region remains a primary target. In July,
Pulse Canada participated on a trade mission with Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Canada Minister Heath MacDonald
to Southeast Asia, strengthening partnerships through the
Indo-Pacific Agriculture and Agri-Food Office, and posi-
tioning pulses as sustainable, high-protein solutions for
food and feed.

At the same time, Pulse Canada continues to invest in func-
tional diversification, encouraging uptake of pulse flours,
proteins, fibres and starches across a broad range of indus-
tries, from pet food and meat alternatives to snacks and
sports nutrition.

As Canada navigates unpredictable trade relationships with
its largest partners, Pulse Canada is advancing a clear,
forward-looking agenda to protect and grow existing
markets like India and China through diplomacy and regu-
latory cooperation, while forging new opportunities in
emerging economies and value-added sectors. The end
goalis to deliver a more secure, innovative and sustainable
future for Canadian pulses.
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Jacqueline Medalye, AICC
President Anu Srivastav, Kevin Auch and
Francis Aranha, member of India’s Advi-
sory Committee to Premier Danielle Smith.

Alberta-India
Chamber of

Commerce opening

APG Second Vice-Chair

Kevin Auch

and Policy Analyst Jacqueline Meda-

lye attended the inaug

ural open-

ing of the Alberta-India Chamber of
Commerce (AICC) in August.

The AICC aims to accelerate the pace
and momentum of bilateral trade

and commerce between
India.

Alberta and

APG representatives met and spoke
with the Hon. Shane Getson, Parlia-

mentary Secretary for

Economic

Corridor Development, India Consul
General Masakui Rungsung and

several political and busin

ess advisers

about opportunities to improve trade
and expand pulse exports to India.

APG is excited for future o

pportunities

to engage representing Alberta

pulses.

albertapulse.com
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