DANIELLE SMITH
Alberta Premier

Message from
the Premier

On behalf of the Government of
Alberta, it is my pleasure to send
greetings for the Team Alberta Crops
First Annual Farm Tour.

Agriculture has always been at the
heart of our province's economy. We
all benefit from the dedication and
innovation of producers and proces-
sors, and | appreciate Team Alberta
Crops’ collaborative efforts to support
and advocate for farmers. This tour
initiative is a great opportunity to
experience an Alberta farm in action
and learn more about the challenges
and opportunities they face.

In these rapidly changing times, the
world is looking to Canada to be a
leader in food production and a solution
to the growing global food shortages.

Alberta’s government works hard to
maintain international trade relation-
ships and establish new markets for
our agri-food products. Through this
work, we increase opportunities for
Alberta producers and processors to
contribute to local food security and
affordability and help feed the world.

Thank you to everyone who helped

TEAM ALBERTA CROPS

Farm tour engages policy

The inaugural Team Alberta Crops Tour was a resounding
success, setting a strong foundation for future engagement
between the cropping sector and elected officials. Held on
the picturesque Chitwood Family Farm near Airdrie, the
event stood out for its exceptional organization, seamless
logistics and welcoming atmosphere.

The thoughtfully selected rural setting offered a unique and
authentic agricultural experience, distinct from the typical
Calgary Stampede events, which helped to reinforce the
importance and identity of Alberta’s cropping sector.

A major highlight was the broad representation from all levels
of government— municipal, provincial and federal—under-
scoring the event's significance. Lacombe-Ponoka MLA Jenni-
fer Johnson delivered remarks on behalf of Premier Danielle
Smith. The Premier's message (at left), though delivered in her
absence, reflected her appreciation and interest in the sector.
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make this event possible. Have a
wonderful afternoon!

THIS PAGE: Alberta Pulse Growers’ Chair Shane Strydhorst, Executive
Director Leanne Fischbuch, and Policy Analyst Jacqueline Medalye
Jjoined other members of Team Alberta Crops to welcome local,
provincial and federal government representatives.
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The event also showcased strong sector collaboration,
with Alberta Pulse Growers’ Chair Shane Strydhorst, Exec-
utive Director Leanne Fischbuch and Policy Analyst Jacque-
line Medalye joining other members of Team Alberta Crops
to represent the industry. Their participation, alongside other
sector leaders, emphasized the power of a unified voice in
cropping sector advocacy. Feedback from attending officials
confirmed that hearing from the cropping sector as a coali-
tion was both impactful and appreciated, helping to simplify
complex issues and highlight shared priorities.

The event's structure featured engaging discussions, excellent
food and a relaxed yet informative environment and created
valuable opportunities for both relationship building and policy
dialogue. Overall, the tour delivered on its goal of educating
and engaging policy-makers in a memorable and meaningful
way. It demonstrated the cropping sector’s professionalism,
unity and commitment to proactive advocacy.

-makers from all levels of government

Meanwhile, Team Alberta Crops provided a submission on
proposed amendments to the Water Act to improve water
availability to the Hon. Rebecca Schulz, Minister of Envi-
ronment and Protected Areas.

The letter stated that Team Alberta Crops supports in princi-
ple the proposed amendments to the Water Act and wanted
to highlight the group’s alignment with the submission made
by the Alberta Irrigation Districts Association (AIDA).

In addition to the AIDA recommendations, Team Alberta
Crops submitted the following recommendations to improve
the Water Act and policy and support the broader goals of
water availability, conservation and productivity: Revise
wetland classifications on agricultural lands; streamline
dugout construction approvals permit; and simplify tile drain-
age and other applications. Visit teamalbertacrops.com to
see the letter. %™

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: APG Chair Shane Strydhorst welcomes government officials and special guests.
Lacombe-Ponoka MLA Jennifer Johnson delivered Premier Danielle Smith's remarks. Senator Daryl Fridhandler was among the
dignitaries who participated in the farm tour. Politicians enjoyed the sunshine during the tour.
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