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Zone 1
Zone Highlight: The 2025 crop 
went into dry soils with little reserve 
moisture in the soil profile and had 
growers less than optimistic about 
the year’s crop potential. Despite 
getting rains that were a little too late 
to contribute to yield, Zone 1 received 
late June and July rains that, if noth-
ing else, reduced the fire hazard, set 
us up for potential fall seeding, and 
kept us from dealing with herbicide 
carryover issues that we have recently 
dealt with in the dry years. While this 
moisture put a cramp in harvest, most 
growers are optimistic about what 
this moisture means going forward. 

Challenge: While moisture is the 
definite highlight in 2025, it has also 
created a challenge for growers in 
Zone 1. While some lentil crops in 
the south were being desiccated for 
harvest, others seeded later needed 
a preventative fungicide application. 
There were cases of white mould in 
lentils this year, which was a surprise 
to many. The late July rains also 
caused concern for many of the 
zone’s dry bean growers as risk of 
white mould continued to escalate 
in this year’s crop. 

Message to growers: The Zone 1 
board got together in early July to 
tour the Lethbridge AAFC research 

station learning from Dr. Syama 
Chatterton, Dr. Wade Abbott and  
Dr. Parthiba Balasubramanian.

We are appreciative of a very infor-
mative morning and will share more 
at our annual Zone 1 meeting on 

Dec. 9 in Taber. We would also like 
to encourage pulse producers in the 
zone to register and attend this infor-
mative meeting and look forward to 
networking with our fellow growers! 

— JENNY RAE SEWARD  |  Zone 1 Chair

ZONE
Reports

The chair of each zone was 
asked to share a highlight and 
a challenge from the growing 
season as of early August, as 
well as a message to growers 
in their zones. Their responses 
are below.
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 APG Zone 1 advisors toured the Lethbridge AAFC research station in early July.
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Zone 3 Zone highlight: Joining with Gate-
way Research Organization (GRO) for 
an extensive pulse crop tour covering 
many varieties in peas, faba beans and 
lupins in the Westlock area. On this 
tour we also explored canola trials 
and topography mapping via drone. 

Challenge: The growing season has 
been very challenging in all aspects, 
from minimal rain in the latter part 
of May and into June. This made for 
tough decisions on how to manage 
our pulse crops on fungicide. 

Message to growers: As a zone, we 
are starting to have conversations again 
about having another Back to Basics 
2.0 seminar in conjunction with Zone 5. 
We had a wonderful turnout for our last 
Back to Basics in February of this year. 

We want to dig a little deeper in our 
next meeting on many of the true 

benefits of growing pulse crops 
such as, soil samples, nitrogen fixa-
tion and rotational benefits. Join us 
for the Zone 3 fall meeting on Nov. 
19 at Dow Centennial Centre in Fort 
Saskatchewan.

— BRENDIN SERNA  |  Zone 3 Chair

Gateway Research Organization (GRO) 
held a crop tour in late July that included 
many varieties of peas, faba beans and 
lupins in the Westlock area in Zone 3.

Zone 2

Zone highlight: Regular rains (after 
three years of drought). It’s such a relief 
to see timely rains in almost all areas. 

Challenge: In our area, wild oats seem 
to have sprouted in every late rain we 
received, and growers throughout the 
area are bemoaning them. This is likely 
due as much to three drought years 
building up the weed profile as to the 
multiple rain events through the grow-
ing season. Everyone is already think-
ing about control plans for the next 
season.

Message to growers: Pulses continue 
to prove their worth in a rotation, 
particularly as we face various trade 
issues, insect issues and other chal-
lenges. Join us for the Zone 2 fall 
meeting at the Red Deer Resort and 
Casino on Nov. 6.

— ALLISON AMMETER  |  Zone 2 Chair

Dr. Glen Hawkins led the plot tour at July’s Alberta Crop Diagnostic Day in Lacombe in 
Zone 2. Alberta Pulse Growers partnered with Alberta Canola and Alberta Grains to pres-
ent Alberta Crop Diagnostic Days in three locations during the summer.

APG Chair Shane Strydhorst stands next 
to faba bean plants at his Neerlandia farm 
in Zone 3. (continued on next page)
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Zone 5
Zone highlight: The crops we can 
now grow on limited rainfall are 
unbelievable. 

Challenge: Limited rainfall in the 
zone.

Message to growers: There are 
many risks beyond our control, but it’s 
amazing what we’re able to achieve 
by focusing on the ones we can. With 
varietal improvements and modern 
farming practices, we’re producing 
more with less. Join Zone 5 for our fall 
meeting with Alberta Grains on Nov. 
18 in Vegreville.

— MATT MICKLICH  |  Zone 5 Chair

Zone 4

Zone highlight: SARDA notably grew 
blue and white lupins, which reached 
more than 12 inches and produced 
more than five pods per plant—a first 
in my experience. This could signal a 
new niche crop for the Peace Country. 
In Fort Vermilion, MARA’s pulse plots 
included peas, faba beans and lentils. 
Their organic faba bean plot has been 
managed organically for 15 years.

Among all areas in the Peace Country, 
the Manning region has experienced 
pronounced dryness, with NPARA 
plots clearly reflecting the impacts of 
drought and grasshopper infestations. 
Overall, several municipalities within 
the Peace region have declared a state 
of disaster due to insufficient moisture 
from seeding through harvest.

PCBFA hosted a field day in July, 
and after viewing all the plots, I will 
make changes in my rotations next 
year. Despite a dry season with just 
four inches of rain, the PCBFA Fourth 
Creek plot performed well overall, 
though some varieties struggled in 
the heat. Notably, Adrill, Canary and 

Profit showed strong results, produc-
ing five to six pods per plant and five 
to eight peas per pod. 

Challenge: Last winter saw decent 
snow cover, followed by an early 
spring that allowed many produc-
ers to seed under good conditions as 
early as April. 

Unexpected May frosts and tempera-
tures below 5°C in June in areas 
caught some off guard, damaging 
crops in regions. All six rural munic-
ipalities in Zone 4 declared an agri-
cultural disaster due to drought, poor 
hay yields forcing ranchers to liqui-
date herds and overall crop losses 
from lack of moisture and heat stress. 

As harvest neared, agricultural 
producers shifted their focus to pric-
ing strategies and the marketing of 
the 2025 crop. At the time of writ-
ing, there was concern among some 
stakeholders regarding the potential 
risk of lower prices for all crops. Rain-
fall in early August arrived too late to 
benefit this year’s crop in Zone 4 and 
may present harvest challenges.

Message to growers: Agricultural 
producers adapt to shifting market 
conditions, but factors such as tariffs, 
rail transport, elevator prices, unpre-
dictable weather and rising costs of 
inputs remain beyond their control. 
Despite these challenges, farmers 
persist.

Raising a family on a farm has clear 
advantages: Learning about food 
sources, enjoying open spaces, build-
ing a strong work ethic and creating 
a positive environment for future 
generations. Establishing a succes-
sion plan is essential to ensure this 
way of life continues. Join Zone 4 for 
our fall meeting on Nov. 13 in Rycroft.

— BEV WIEBEN  |  Zone 4 Chair

There was a good turnout to see SARDA’s 
blue and white lupin plots in early August 
in Zone 4.

APG Zone 5 Director Scott Keller (right) shared information with attendees at the Tailgate 
Pea/Faba Tour at Lindholm Seed Farm near New Norway in late July.
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